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AS THE SUN RISES IN THE EAST. . .

Brethren and our extended Masonic family network,
This month we are returning to in person stated meetings. Masks are 
required. Winter dress. Thanksgiving dinner. See you at the lodge!

Recently our award committee came to me with recommendations for 
recognizing two outstanding brothers in our lodge, recommendations 
I wholeheartedly agreed with, and so at last month’s stated meeting I 
was very proud to announce brothers Eric Forrestall being awarded 
Mason Of The Year and Hector Marroquin, PM as receiving the Hiram 
Award. We’ll have a dinner at some point to properly present these 
awards, but before we do, make sure to elbow bump these two worthy 
brothers.

Are you feeling “Masonic Burnout” or are you excited to return to 
lodge? If you see Masonry as important for the world and are afraid 
it may slip away into history without our constant effort or if you’ve 
been lonely without the fellowship of your brethren at lodge, you’re 
probably excited to get back. If you’re waiting to get a degree, I bet you 
are really excited we’re getting back to work.

On the other hand if you’re an officer that has been ‘round the chairs 
several times or more, back to back, you might be feeling a bit like you’re 
going to miss Zoom and maybe a little bit dreading the upcoming need 
to turn up our energy on memorizing and practicing again. Being 
active in Freemasonry is, well, work. Running a lodge is no different 
than any business, and there are a lot of responsibilities that have to be 
seen to. The difference is that, except for a few positions (and those are 
woefully underpaid for the time it takes), most everybody is working 
for free. Free labor equates to hobby time, and a hobby is supposed to 
be a fun distraction to one’s working life. Hard work can be fun. Hard 
work is fun, so long as we are getting something positive out of it.

What motivates you to keep doing a job over and over and avoid 
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burnout? I believe a common reason men seek out membership in a 
fraternity is to be in an environment of brotherly love and affection. 
I think that’s the emotional juice that keeps brothers engaged year 
after year. We should help brothers to have a good time while they 
go through the chairs. We should make being an officer look like a 
challenging but emotionally rewarding time.

Some of us came for the secrets and discovered brotherly love. Some 
came for the love, and discovered the secrets.

People like being recognized for the work they do. It might be poor 
work sometimes, but few of us have wiz-bang corporate level leadership 
skills, right? I like a loving brother’s hand on my shoulder telling me 
I’m doing ok even when I know my performance is marginal. And 
when brothers do exceptional work, they should be rewarded verbally 
and with accolades (Mason of the Year, Hiram Award, a special dinner, 
etc.). We should strive to make everyone in our life feel good about 
themselves, and most certainly our brothers. To keep someone coming 
back to the hard work over and over and over, they have to be getting 
some good “emotional food”.

I believe Freemasonry has existed for millennia, and I firmly believe 
it will continue far into the future. Nothing that happens in a lodge 
today has any lasting impact for the future except this: the furtherance 
of brotherly love, or I would prefer to speak on a global scale and say: 
the furtherance of love.
Most of us, when we come into leadership in the lodge, do so without 
a high level of leadership skill and experience. We must rely on the 
guidance of the secretary, the inspector, and past masters. This is why 
it is so important, and I wrote about this years ago, that past masters 
of the lodge, wherever possible, continue to go to lodge, and, as much 
as possible, even attend practices. I would go further and suggest that 
current lodge leadership actively engage these Worshipful brothers. 
The most important benefit to a lodge, and this gets to the point, is 
that a lodge does not know it’s identity and culture without knowing 
it’s history. Without the past masters around to share the lodge’s earlier 
vision, culture, and history, we get a new culture in the lodge every 
half a dozen years or so. While an organization that has a culture that 
swings with each year’s leadership can have the benefit of attracting 



different kinds of people every few years, the downside is you might 
cause burnout in those that joined for a culture that no longer exists. 
Past master participation in lodge can smooth out culture change, but 
only if the past masters support the change. If they resist, the change 
will occur anyway, but there will be strife instead of smooth.

I have read many stories from people who have died and went through 
the life review experience and then came back to life, and they all 
report that the life review is one of experiencing how you made other 
people feel throughout our life. I believe this is a significant reason 
we are experiencing life as humans. Treating everyone as members of 
a single family, recognition that all of us are members of one species 
inhabiting a space ship that is going endlessly in circles is a message 
of Freemasonry. The message here is to treat everyone as if they are 
yourself, which, ultimately, is exactly how things are.
As Masons we accept everyone as being the same entity, the Supreme 
Architect animating each and every living and non-living thing 
in existence in the same way. When we look out our eyes or think 
our thoughts, all of us, each and every single person on the planet, 
experiences the awareness behind thinking and seeing as exactly the 
same thing, at every single eternal moment. We literally are one giant 
living organism sharing a single awareness but making a mistake 
of distinction when we say “I experience the world, therefor I am 
unique and separate”. As soon as the “I” thought arises, we create this 
separation, and what ends up happening is this separation is what 
we focus on, and completely ignore the originating source which is 
constantly always animating that separation.

It’s like we have to eat a big ‘ole humble pie and realize nothing we 
do matters except spreading the cement of love and affection. Note I 
left out the word “brotherly”, because if we could get the whole world 
to behave this way we would achieve the civility in the world that 
Freemasonry pines for. If everyone acted like they loved everyone, and 
everyone treated everyone with respect and dignity, that would pretty 
much be a completely different world than we have today.

I am forever your brother in Freemasonry,
Michael McKeown



Hello Brothers,
Congratulations to our new Grand Master from Livermore, 
Most-Worshipful Jeffrey Wilkins

The 2022 dues information:
The Grand Lodge approved raising the per-capita payment from 
$55.25. to $57.50 per year, per member.
 
As a result the 2022 lodge dues are now $82.50 per year. ($25+$57.50)
Our life membership is pro-rated based on age (which is good for 
older members). Those interested in a life membership should 
refer to the table below and contact me if you want to convert your 
membership to lifetime.

§809.320. LIFE MEMBERSHIP.

A sum of money equal to the Lodge’s annual dues at the time of 
purchase of the life membership multiplied by the factor indicated 
opposite the member’s age in the following schedule:

Age 49 and under, a factor equal to or greater than 24 times annual dues;  $1980
50 to 54 inclusive, a factor equal to or greater than 20 times annual dues;  $1650
55 to 59 inclusive, a factor equal to or greater than 18 times annual dues;  $1485
60 to 64 inclusive, a factor equal to or greater than 16 times annual dues; $1320
65 to 71 inclusive, a factor equal to or greater than 14 times annual dues; $1155 and 
Age 72 and over, a factor equal to or greater than 12 times annual dues. $990
 
2021 dues cards expire on Dec 31, 2021.

With iMember2.0, members can now pay their dues themselves with 
a credit card online

How to Pay Dues By Credit Card
This new, convenient way to pay dues has been in affect since last 
year.   Here’s how it works:
1. Log in to the Member Center at member.freemason.org and 
follow the prompts to “Pay Dues”. If members haven’t already logged 
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in, all they will need is their member number, lodge number, and 
email address. The system takes VISA and Mastercard.

2. Once paid, the member will be able to download a new dues card 
immediately.

3. Secretaries will be able to see which members have made their 
payment on a special dues dashboard, which will automatically 
update Intacct as well, if the lodge is using Intacct.

4. Every month, secretaries will receive an itemized report for all of 
the monies collected. Please note that credit card processing fees are 
charged to the member.

If you want to send in check you can still do so. Please mail directly 
to the Secretary:
 
Lodge Secretary (Dues)
Napa Valley Lodge #93
4450 Mira Loma Drive
Pittsburg CA
94565

We will be holding elections for the 2022 Masonic year at our 
in-person stated meeting on November 3rd, 2021 at 7:30pm.

Please reach out to any of the Lodge Officers if you are in need of 
assistance.

Fraternally,

Sean Harris PM
Secretary
seanharris007@gmail.com
(925)352-5987



    November
    Birthdays

happyhappy
Anniversary

33rdrd  DegreeDegree

Paul Gagnon Jr.  11/6 
Donald Holman  11/9
Ronald Werle PM  11/16
Frank Anderson  11/22
Jeremy Webb   11/22
Robert Sutton   11/24
James Johansen  11/25
Raymond Kranich PM 11/25
Hector Marroquin PM 11/25
Ariyeh Schmeder  11/29

Frank Anderson  11/18/88
Richard Pierce   11/25/87
Robert Robertson  11/25/92
Glen Webster   11/25/03



My tenure for writing for this trestleboard is nearing it’s end, yet my 
Masonic research will continue, and I suspect there might be a few 
that read this column that would like to continue to follow along. By 
the end of the year I’ll have www.mastermasonmichael.com up and 
running as a place I can publish my occasional articles.

While I’m really trying to focus the Scottish Rite degrees and their 
origination, in that research I came across an absolutely fascinating 
bit of information that could prove to provide another fruitful area of 
research. I have long been interested in Rennes-le-Chateau in France. 
I was first exposed to Rennes-le-Chateau through Henry Lincoln and 
Michael Baigent’s book “Holy Blood, Holy Grail” which presents a 
theory that Jesus did not die on the cross but rather was snuck into 
France where he lived out the rest of his life at Rennes-le-Chateau. 
There is a statue of an older Jesus at the entrance to the town. The 
Catholic church in the tiny mountain town was unassuming until 
a priest took it over named Berenger Sauniere (11 April 1852 – 22 
January 1917) who made a discovery (we don’t know what that 
discovery was) that made the church fabulously wealthy. The church 
contains the bizarre sculptures and is steeped in esoteric messages 
and codes. Sauniere oversaw the church from 1885-1909 when he was 
re-assigned by the Bishop, but he refused to leave Rennes-le-Chateau 
and stayed there without pay from the church until he died in 1917.

Well it turns out researchers have found evidence they believe 
points to Sauniere being a Martinist and...drum roll...a member of a 
Masonic society. It has been argued that some of the duality Sauniere 
introduced in his church (the inversions in the Fresco, the black and 
white checkerboard tiles in the church floor, etc.), are Masonic in 
nature. Any Masonic influence was speculative until April 2007. In that 
month, Antoine Captier, grandson of Sauniere’s bell ringer and keeper 
of most of the Abbe’s archives, first showed a Masonic collar that had 
once belonged to the priest. It had been lying in his attic for a very 
long time and it had been shown to a number of researchers in private 
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already. Captier is widely seen as the most serious and trustworthy of 
the French Rennes-le-Chateau researchers. The discovery proves that 
Sauniere was a member of a Masonic society, which will shed a whole 
new light on parts of the mystery. The church actively disapproved of 
anything Masonic in Sauniere’s time. Bishop Billard, who is considered 
to have been an important protector of Sauniere even launched an 
anti-masonic mission. Societe Perillos discovered that Billard was 
perhaps not as anti-Masonic as he appears. The Masonic Collar was 
identified as belonging to the Scottish Rite of the 18 degree Chevalier 
Rose Croix (Knight of the Rosy Cross). Normally a jewel would be 
present at the bottom of the collar. On this collar there wasn’t one, 
meaning either it was lost or Sauneire was a member of a society that 
didn’t carry a jewel on their Sautoirs, like the Elus Cohen.

In 1900, Berenger Sauniere attended at least three meetings of a 
Martinist lodge in Lyon. The Martinists are a Masonic order that 
developed out of the Elus Cohen, founded by Marintez de Pasqually in 
the second half of the 18th century. As a symbol, the Martinists use a 
Star of David made up of a white and a black triangle or two interlaced 
white triangles (a Merkaba). In the pages of the Lodge Minutes book 
of the Martinist Order of Lyon it says: Dans La registre de la Tres 
Reverente Logo A l’Orient de-Lyon “La Haute Philospophie” ...sur la 
liste le present d’honneur l’Abbe Sauniere. Since only Martinists were 
invited to visit other Martinist Lodge’s meetings there seems little 
doubt that Sauniere was indeed a member of a Martinist order. This 
also ties in well with the fact that the clergy was very well represented 
in the order even though officially the Vatican and indeed the Diocese 
of Carcassonne actively condemned Masonic activities of it’s priests.

In their book “le secret de l’Abbe Gelis”, the authors claim they were 
presented with a membership document of a certain ‘Order of Alet’ 
carrying the names and signatures of both Berenger Sauniere and 
Antoine Gelis. The document was dated 1886. This very secretive 
Order alleegedly, p proagated a mix of Visigoth and Cathar doctrines. 
The authors were thwn around two secret underground locations near 
Coustaussa and Rennes-lesBains where this Order held it’s gatherings.



So here we are once again, right in the middle of this mysterious time 
period of the 1800’s, wherein I believe a destruction of our history was 
continuing and secret groups of learned men were forming to try to 
preserve knowledge that was being systematically lost. I can’t wait to 
see where this line or research might lead. I am certainly going to be 
taking a closer look at the book I have on Rennes-le-Chataeau which 
has lots of clear images of the iconography inside the church. What 
did Sauniere discover that made the church so wealthy? What secrets 
was he privy too that he hid in the new artwork he had made?

ref.: https://www.renneslechateau.nl/2007/12/15/freemasonry/

Michael McKeown

First, we want to thank our 2021 DGM Pat Caceres for seeing us 
through these tough couple of years.  We could not have done it 
without you!  Second, please join us in cheering for Deane Miller 
who has been appointed DGM for 2022.   

Our Installation of officers is scheduled for November 6 at 7:30 and 
we hope you will join us for this fun, in person, event.  Anyone can 
come to the installation; the dress is formal.  For more information, 
contact Deane Miller at deanemiller59@gmail.com

If you have any questions, you can contact me at Silverado189@
gmail.com

Mariana Harris, Secretary  
Silverado #189  
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