
Master’s	  Message	  
	  
News this month is we are investigating a new applicant for the degrees, so that is exciting, and we are preparing 
for a 3rd degree which we hope to put on near the end of March. Like many lodges today, we are not able to put 
on a 3rd degree without help from neighboring lodges. It wasn’t that many years ago Grand Lodge was 
encouraging lodges to form new lodges by splitting up their membership with the idea that many smaller lodges 
would allow a variety of lodge cultures to form and maybe be attractive to more men interested in joining 
Masonry. This was successful in some instances, for example American Canyon lodge which was featured in the 
California Freemason magazine recently, which not only boasts being a young lodge, but also has the youngest 
demographic of members of any lodge in the state. However most lodges today seem to be struggling to have 
enough members to do the work of the blue lodge, which is to make new Masons, and certainly we at Napa 
Valley Lodge are.  

While we are mandated not to ask anyone to join Freemasonry, it is perfectly ok to tell a good man that they might 
look into Freemasonry and see if it interests them. It is perfectly ok to tell good men that you meet that one of your 
activities is participation in our Gentle Craft, and maybe even share a little bit about it if their eyes don’t glaze over. 
“Freemasonry? What is that?” is a frequent question I hear when I mention what I do. Be prepared with some answers 
along the lines of what interests you in Masonry. You might say something like most of the men that started our 
country were Freemasons, or mention several famous people that were or are Masons. You might say something like 
it is an amalgamation of ancient mystery school traditions which teaches a series of lessons about being a better man. 
You might say something like we give to the community, but make sure to draw the distinction that we are not a 
service club like Kiwanis and Rotary. While we work in many ways to improve our communities, we have a larger 
goal. You might mention the sense of family and brotherhood. If they went to college, maybe they participated in a 
fraternity, maybe even still maintain their affiliation with that fraternity. Those are men that already understand some 
of the personal benefits that can come from membership in a group of like minded intelligent, good men. And of 
course you know my own favorite area of interest, the esoteric, or inner teachings, so if you meet a man that seems 
interested in the Dan Brown kind of thing, or Egyptian mystery school kind of thing, well that’s an easy sell.  

After a few brief comments along those lines, invite them to dinner at the lodge, and like all good network 
marketers try to get their contact info and follow up with them if they seem the slightest bit interested, and make 
a personal invitation to a stated dinner. Along those lines, when we are at a stated dinner, look around the room. 
Do you see any new faces in the room? If so, that is most likely going to be someone that accepted an invitation 
to dinner from a brother. Get up and introduce yourself. Welcome them. Make them feel like they are already a 
part of something special and unique. While you’re at it, maybe go around the room and say hi to all your 
brothers and their family. A welcoming feeling in a lodge does not occur with everyone sitting at their tables 
with their usual dinner mates. That engenders of feeling of clique-ishness to coin a term. Of exclusivity. If 
everyone is getting up and going around saying hi to everyone, that creates a feeling of family and love.  

I also encourage those Masons that live near Napa to go to the youth order meetings. There you will meet fathers 
of the children that might be interested in what goes on in our hallowed, symbolism bedecked halls at the adult 
men level. And of course the kids feel like they are part of something bigger than themselves to have the men of 
Masonry observe their meetings. My first time through the chairs I was told I was expected to go to the youth 
order meetings, and for three years I made it to just about every one. This time around unfortunately my life was 
in flux until late last year when I secured stable housing but now I am a fuel and time expensive distance away 
now and can not feasibly make it, but I encourage, no beg and entreat those of you that live close enough to put 
the youth order meetings on your calendar and make it to some of them, and arrive early and stay late and try to 
meet some fathers and encourage them to look at what we do.  

There are good men in our lodge that are doing a lot of work keeping our lodge at the forefront of Masonry in 
California. Really I should focus more attention in this column on their efforts. Without this continual work, we 
would be much less than we are. But we desperately need new members. I can’t recycle through the line again; I 
am too far away. Other previous re-cycling members have either aged out, moved away, or burned out. We must 
make new Masons in our lodge, especially men that live local, have roots here and are not moving away in a year, 
and are young enough to have the energy to help run the lodge in their due time. Special events at our lodge like 
a dinner for the giving out of checks is nice, but waving a public flag that whispers: “hey everybody, Masonry is 
here in St. Helena” is not as effective as directly speaking with an individual good man, encouraging them to 
take a look at Freemasonry, and inviting them to dinner. If a man is told: “you appear to be a good man, and 
there is an organization which needs men like you. Please come as my guest to dinner and check it out” can be a 
powerful attractant. It was in my case.  

From	  the	  Secretary’s	  Table	  



	  
Hello my Brothers, ���Thank you to everyone who sent their dues in timely. It is really very much 
appreciated. And a special thanks to those brothers who sent me cards and notes. I enjoyed all of 
them. ���I have only a handful of outstanding dues left to corral. So please contact me if you haven’t 
received your dues card. I’ve resent notices to everyone outstanding.  

I need current information on the following brothers:  ���Andrew L Hingston Donald W. Morton  

Brothers one of the ongoing challenges I have is tracking down brothers that fall off the grid. They 
move, or pass away, and often the Lodge isn’t notified by the family. It would help greatly if everyone 
could send me contact information for your relatives that I can add to your records. So we have 
someplace to call and followup. To see if we can help in any way. Most records I look through have no 
such information. At best it is only a spouse, and even then, no additional or alternate contact 
information. So please drop me a line and let me input family members that can let us know where you 
are and how you are doing.  

Dues Info  

§809.320. LIFE MEMBERSHIP. ���A sum of money equal to the Lodge’s annual dues at the time of 
purchase of the life membership multiplied by the factor indicated opposite the member’s age in the 
following schedule: ���Age 49 and under, a factor equal to or greater than 24 times annual dues; 
$1872 50 to 54 inclusive, a factor equal to or greater than 20 times annual dues; $1560 55 to 59 
inclusive, a factor equal to or greater than 18 times annual dues; $1404 60 to 64 inclusive, a 
factor equal to or greater than 16 times annual dues; $1248 65 to 71 inclusive, a factor equal to 
or greater than 14 times annual dues; $1092 and Age 72 and over, a factor equal to or greater 
than 12 times annual dues. $936 

Dues payments should be mailed directly to the Lodge Hall: Lodge Secretary (Dues)���Napa Valley 
Lodge #93 ���1335 Main St ���Suite 102 ���Saint Helena, CA 94574  

Receipts/Reimbursements ���For those brothers that regularly turn in expenses to the Lodge, I would 
like to take a moment to remind you to please get those receipts into me by no later than the Sunday 
night before stated meeting of that week. Both the Treasurer and I have day jobs, and we don’t have 
the time for a lot of last minute submissions just before the meeting.  

A reminder that no receipts or invoices will be accepted the night of the stated meeting. Those will be 
deferred to the next month. So please get your receipts in early enough to get processed.  

Along with the receipts please be sure they are: ���1. crisp/uncrumpled. ���2. Contain no staples (these get 
scanned eventually) ���3. Written at the top of every receipt is: ���the date, the amount, your name, and 
event or category it belongs to The above helps with the tracking and auditing process.  

Josh Wheeler continues to produce some amazing meals for us. February was a jumbalaya that was 
delicious. We would very much like to see everyone, even our Widows and ���Eastern Star ladies make 
our Stated  

Meeting Dinner a regular dinner night out. It is very worth it!  

Thanks! ���Fraternally, ���Sean Harris PM Secretary ���Napa Valley Lodge #93  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Upcoming	  Dates:	  
Yount Lodge Prime Rib Dinner March 21 
March	  14	  DeMolay	  degrees	  at	  Napa	  Valley	  Lodge	  
	  
March	  Birthdays	  
	  
First Name Last Name Birth Day 

William Heller 09 
Andrew Hingston 09 
Robert Robertson 10 
Peter Cunningham 12 
Billy DeVore III 13 
Zvonko Habek 21 
Louis Carsner 29 
Stephen Quandt 29 
	  
March	  3rd	  Degree	  Anniversaries	  
	  
First Name Last Name PM Years Raised Lodge 

Peter Cunningham PM 49 
Silverado 
No. 782 

Robin Feckner PM 38 
Silverado 
No. 782 

Eric Forrestall 
 

2 
Napa Valley 
No. 93 

Wallace Gardner 
 

56 
Silverado 
No. 782 

Mike Magnawa 
 

42 0774 
Hyke Markarian 

 
56 0019 

M. David Perry 
 

32 
Silverado 
No. 782 

Stephen Quandt 
 

48 
Silverado 
No. 782 

Ariyeh Schmeder 
 

3 
Yount No. 
12 

Frederick White 
 

48 
Guardian 
No. 596 

	  
	  
	  



Michael’s	  Masonic	  Esoterica	  
	  
My dear friends, family, and brothers in Freemasonry, I am filled with the joy of the Supreme 
Architect’s presence to again be addressing you in this column. There is so much I want to share with 
you of my research during the last five years, but space is limited so let me jump right into this 
month’s topic, which is building towards a set of information that will take several month’s of this 
column to convey. So let’s get started.  

An autodidactic is someone that is self taught. A self taught person looks at evidence and draws his 
own conclusions. A scholar is someone that goes to school to memorize what other people came up 
with, and blindly believes them to be correct. Those prior people are not necessarily any smarter than 
you are, nor did they necessarily have access to all the information you have access to today, and you 
probably do not have the constraints the scholarly system puts on it’s participants to preach the party 
line. A frailty of the ego is to assume what we’ve been taught is in fact the truth. Not that those who 
taught us our history obfuscated the truth on purpose; I’m not talking about a conspiracy theory kind of 
thing (although in many cases we will see that is very likely what did occur), but it is possible that 
early historians built upon earlier work they believed to be true but a more modern age may look back 
and realize they made basic assumptions which lead to errors. As a species we are intellectually and 
technologically young, yet because we measure the span of human accomplishment by the length of 
our own life we assume that we are supremely advanced and none before us could have been more 
advanced than we are now. Yet when we look at photos from the Civil War in America for example, 
we see massive stone buildings with giant Roman like columns with horse and buggy people on the 
road in front. One does not need a degree in architectural history to scratch one’s head with the 
realization that wait a minute, horse and buggy technology people could not have built these incredible 
stone buildings which abound in the earliest days of our country’s recorded history.  

Before we can take a close look at the architecture during the formative years of Freemasonry, we have 
to remind ourselves of how to use retroductive reasoning by the recognition of that which is the most 
elemental, or True in our observational awareness, else we might make the same mistakes of 
judgement that influenced the historians we quote from school, and we need to take a look at the 
underpinnings of the manifested material world so we can appreciate what might have been the 
techniques and purpose of the architecture we will look at.  

Before you think my expository train has gone off the Masonic rails (and that is easily done if you 
know me), don’t forget the lessons of the Fellowcraft degree to look closely at science and architecture, 
and that’s all I’ve been doing the last five years since I last wrote this column. Anyone that has taken 
the time to memorize the Middle Chamber lecture of the second degree must be curious why all this 
hullabaloo about architecture and science and take a closer look. A look at these things unbiased by 
our education results in clear observations that things are not as we learned in school, and maybe 
Masonry directs our attention here for a reason.  

As the briefest example, consider the Parthenon. It’s massive solid stone floor shallows slightly 
towards the center so that it visually appears flat. It’s columns widen slightly in the middle so as to 
appear straight. Skilled workmen today take up to 3 months to rebuild or repair a single marble block 
yet historians tell us the Parthenon was built in 8-9 years by people with copper chisels. Sure, totally 
believable because I learned it in college so it must be right? Retroductive reasoning my brothers. 
Make up your own mind. You are as smart and as capable of reasoning out the truth as those historians 
we chose to believe.  

“I believe in general in a dualism between facts and the ideas of the facts in human heads.” George 
Santayana  

There are two things that should be in your mind when we discuss the art and architecture of the 16-
19th centuries of the formative centuries of our great Craft. One is the element of observation, and how 
that works. For if we look at architecture and do not have an understanding of how that looking occurs, 
we are likely to make mistakes of ego positionality, that little voice in our head that never shuts up that 



tells us things are one way or the other, when actually they are both at the same time. The other thing 
we should be clear on is the very underpinnings of the natural world, for if we observe architecture and 
do not understand the energy from which it manifests, we are likely to make mistakes of judgement 
over construction and intended uses.  

That probably sounds a little wacky. Well, considering the source, (that’d be me), I suppose it’s de 
rigueur. But if you’ll indulge me for a few minutes, let me remind you of the Monad and the lesson it 
speaks to about observation. The Monad is the point within the circle that is supposed to be 
represented in every regular lodge. Masonry adds two other elements: two parallel lines, and the book 
of holy writings, which each add elements of the message, but here we will just look briefly at the 
Monad aspect. It is an ancient mystery school symbol that in Masonry we are taught represents an 
individual brother circumscribing his passions within due bounds. The traditional meaning of the 
symbol is the point represents God, or the True Self, or another term is Awareness, and the circle 
represents the ego (that which decides what things observed mean), or it can also reference the 
observable space.  

If you want to experience something truly mysterious pass a compass around the ring of our lodge’s 
sculpture of the Monad. The compass will spin, yet touch the ring with a paperclip and you will see it 
is not a magnet. It represents what our brother Ed Leedskalnin, the builder of Coral Castle in Florida 
discovered, but I digress.  

This awareness at the center is something that never ceases to exist. It pervades all our experience, at 
every single moment. As a result, for the most part we are completely unaware it is occurring. 
Awareness is the same for each and every one of us. It is the sameness quality of experience. In many 
mystery school traditions this is God, or the Godhead, Truth, or Reality. I have come to believe that 
the Great Architect of the Universe may be something else again, but that is the subject of another 
column.  

Similarly in the material world, there is an aspect that pervades all space and all objects. As with 
Awareness, we ignore this sameness aspect of the observable space and pay attention instead to the 
differences that appear to exist, which we call the material, or manifested world. Einstein made a 
mistake called reification. Reification is observing a behavior, or rather an attribute, and calling it a 
thing and making an object out of it. This resulted in what today’s modern autodidactic 
(remember...self taught) physicists call the Cult of Bumping Particles, or the Cult of Quantum. In short 
(and my space here requires short, challenging though that is), Nicola Tesla, Oliver Heaviside, and 
Charles Proteus Steinmetz, to name a few, called Einstein a quack because he failed to understand this 
thing, or rather non-thing that pervades all space and from which the observable material world 
manifests. This non-thing was called either Aether (or Ether), or Dielectricity. The latter term is 
primarily used today. It refers to a thing, if you will (though it’s not a thing, and like speaking about 
Awareness, it’s difficult to use language to accurately describe it) that pervades all space and all 
objects but can exhibit attributes when in a coherent, and incoherent state.  

An example of how dielectricity works as opposed to the bumping particles model (and believe me 
this will be important when we look at early stone architecture, in a really mind opening way) is light. 
Freemasonry very loudly points our attention to light. Lux et Veritas. When Freemasonry points our 
attention to something, for as much time and energy as we put into the practice of our Gentle Craft we 
should most certainly take a peek, right? So the Cult of Bumping Particles would have us believe that 
when we turn on a light, particles called photons fly out of the light bulb (or star) and travel through 
space at a speed that is well known and measurable. Yet the Cult of Quantum can not explain how, 
after light slows down while passing through glass or water, it speeds back up again. The particle 
model suggests light loses energy going through the medium and requires energy from somewhere to 
speed back up again, and it’s a mystery, so quantum physicists go down very lengthy and expensive 
paths looking for invented particles and invented dark matter and dark energy to explain it.  

But it’s not a mystery at all, for light does not consist of particles flying through space, but is rather the 
propagation of a disturbance of the aether. More accurately stated it is an “aether perturbation”. To use 
water as an analogy, (and it is a very loose analogy at that), imagine you’re in the middle of a pond and 



you slap your hand in the water. Do the molecules of water under your hand fly to the shore making a 
wave as they travel? No. Rather, the energy of your hand slap propagates through the medium of the 
water. If that propagated wave encounters an area of water plants, the wave slows, and when it gets 
past the weeds into clear water again, it speeds back up again. That is because the actual molecules of 
water under your hand did not travel fast to the weeds and slow down through the weeds and then 
somehow got energy to speed back up again. The speed of the wave is a rate of propagation. The speed 
of light is not the speed of photons traveling, but rather the rate of propagation or a perturbation of the 
aether (or dielectricity). Similarly with sound. The clap of a hand does not send molecules of air flying 
towards one’s ears, rather it creates a perturbation of the air that propagates to your ear.  

Now you might say, well Michael, that’s a fine model, but who’s to say one model over another is 
correct when we’re talking about something invisible? Well, it’s not so invisible. I have built a 
recently invented device called a Ferrocell which enables us to visibly see the propagation of the aether 
when it is in a coherent state in iron containing material. You call that a magnet, but magnetism is not 
a thing, rather it is an attribute, and it does not behave at all how you were taught in school, and now 
that we can see it with our own eyeballs, we can totally get it. In Plato’s Republic, in passage 514a-
521b, Ken Wheeler discovered the math which explains the behavior of dielectricity when in a 
coherent state. The ancients most definitely knew this information. The great thinkers like Plato, 
Plotinus, and Pythagorous from which Masonry derives it’s most important lessons of the material, 
manifest world understood how dielectricity operates.  

There is so much more to explain about dielectricity. It exhibits something called incommensurability, 
which means two things which arise together, each having nothing in common with the other, and 
neither able to exist without the other. Space here does not allow me to expound on this further, but 
suffice it to understand that dielectricity behaves in a coherent fashion in iron with the posterior 
attribute of magnetism resulting, in what bumping particles physics calls “atoms”, in the spiral shape 
of the sunflower, and in spiral arm galaxies. When dielectricity behaves in an incoherent fashion it 
produces the posterior attributes of mass and gravity and we see the result in things like irregular 
galaxies and with the varying mass of elements here on Earth.  

The flow of dielectricity down to our planet’s surface is measurable and well known. The earth’s 
surface, the ionosphere, and the atmosphere between them are known as the “global atmospheric 
electrical circuit”. The electricity is generally positive in the air and negative at and below the ground. 
The rate of energy is measured on average at about 30 volts/foot of elevation. Lightning is formed 
from water droplets collecting this electrical energy until it discharges to ground. If you can imagine 
clouds collecting this electricity at an elevation of, say, three thousand feet (which is not very high), 
the electrical potential can be 30 volts/foot x 3000 feet = 90,000 volts! We can collect this electrical 
energy on clear days, strongest mid day, by placing a tall antenna and running a wire to the ground, 
with a gap before it enters the ground. The electricity will build up in the wire until it jumps to the 
ground creating a miniature lightening bolt, or spark. This electricity is called ‘static’ because it has 
virtually no amperage and therefor can do no work. In order to collect and store the electrical potential 
so that it can be used to do work we place a capacitor between the wire and the ground so when the 
spark jumps the gap we store it’s energy. These devices make a small sound, a rhythmic “snap, snap, 
snap” as the spark jumps and is stored.  

With these two understandings in mind, how to use retroductive logical reasoning by keeping in mind 
the source of awareness symbolized by the Monad, and our new understanding that the ancients totally 
understood the math and behavior of dielectricity, we are now well poised to take a critical look at the 
architecture that existed at the time of the formation of Freemasonry, and of course we are going to 
look most closely at stone architecture because that is specifically what Freemasonry derives much of 
it’s symbolism from.  

	  


