
Lyria A
costa 

20400 W
 C

ountry C
lub D

r A
pt 412

Aventura, FL   33180-1649

A
PR

IL 2020

94574-1940



March 18, 2020

Masonic Events During COVID-19 Gathering Restrictions

On March 16, the California Department of Public Health released 
new guidance on the prevention of COVID-19 transmission. The 
Department has found that all non-essential gatherings should 
be postponed or canceled until further guidance is provided. All 
Masonic gatherings are non-essential in the context of this 
guidance. 

In addition, a growing number of counties are issuing “shelter in 
place” orders, directing everyone in those counties to stay inside 
their homes and away from others as much as possible while the 
order is in effect. They may leave their homes only to provide or 
receive certain essential goods or services, engage in certain essential 
activities or work for essential business and government services. All 
Masonic gatherings are also non-essential in the context of these 
shelter in place orders. 

Based on the foregoing, it is my direction that there be no Masonic 
gatherings of any kind in this state until further direction is 
received from me. 

This includes all Masonic organizations and Masonic Youth Orders. 
None of our Masonic organizations or Masonic Youth Orders may 
hold a gathering of any kind in this state until further direction is 
received from me. 

Masonic Funeral and Burial Services 
While there is some authority to the effect that a funeral is an 
essential activity, you should contact the licensed funeral director 
for the service about your participation. If the licensed funeral 
director believes that the conduct of the funeral will qualify as an 
essential activity which you may attend, then members of lodges, 
Masonic organizations, and Masonic Youth Orders may attend and 
participate, but only in such numbers and with such social distancing 
as the licensed funeral director for the service shall determine. 



Payment of Lodge Essential Bills Including Charity 
As a result of these actions, no lodge can hold a stated meeting to 
pay its bills, and there is no clear remedy in our law to solve this 
problem. I do note CMC §403.095 which allows the elected officers 
of Grand Lodge to conduct the essential business of the Grand 
Lodge if a competent state or national authority prohibits an Annual 
Communication. While this provision is not available for use by 
constituent lodges, I believe that the extraordinary and unforeseeable 
circumstances we are now experiencing allow me to exercise my 
powers as follows:

Special Procedure for Lodges 
Effective today, a majority of the elected officers of the lodge may 
order the advancement of lodge funds to pay those essential lodge 
bills whose payment cannot reasonably be deferred.

l   The elected lodge officers may confer by telephone, video 
conference, or email in making this determination.
l  Expenditures by the lodge charity committee are an essential 
lodge bill for which payment should not be deferred.
l        The lodge must ratify these payments at the next stated meeting 
held by the lodge.

The lodge master should inform the inspector of any other 
circumstances that may need to be addressed while this special 
procedure in in effect. 

This special procedure is available only during the pendency of any 
applicable inhibition or prohibition on non-essential gatherings. In 
any event, it will have no further force or effect after my term as 
Grand Master ends.

Sincerely and fraternally, 

JOHN E. TRAUNER 
Grand Master 
Grand Lodge F&AM of California 



AS THE SUN RISES IN THE EAST. . .

These are certainly unprecedented times.  It is interesting that while the 
CMC (California Masonic Code) specifies that a stated meeting must be 
held each month, and that if it can not be held at it’s regular time that it can 
be changed to another day during the month, but the code does not specify 
what to do if the state of California mandates that no public meetings of any 
kind be held.  No one could have envisioned such a thing, but here we are.  
The Grand Master said in his letter that with no rule in the book about how 
to deal with it, he just had to make a decision.  So your lodge officers will 
be meeting on the stated meeting night to pay the bills virtually via Zoom, 
as so many of our meetings are now occurring.

While most of us are staying at home in an effort to preserve out health, this 
is a good time to renew our interest in our Gentle Craft.  Maybe you have a 
cipher book.  It could be fun to try to decipher the lectures.  You could call 
someone that has been through the chairs to get help, or even just have them 
read it to you, and oh boy is there fodder for good conversation therein.  
The charges are good to review.  It helps to remind ourselves why exactly 
we have committed so much of our life to Freemasonry.  The camaraderie 
of the fellowship of brotherhood is cool and all, but the lectures and charges 
go to the heart of the why it is we gather as brothers.

Another thing to consider doing is to call a brother (or three).  All our 
member’s phone numbers are at the California Grand Lodge website at www.
freemason.org.  If you forget how to login, go ahead and take the time to get 
that fixed.  I mean, all we have is time right now anyway.  Call a few brothers 
and see how they’re doing and engage them in a conversation about how 
they came to Freemasonry and why they still wear the ring.  What makes 
Masonry important to them?  Do they remember any part of the lectures?  
Do they have an interest in the appendant bodies or the esoteric?  How has 
Freemasonry influenced their life?  What a great way to pass an hour but to 
re-connect with a brother you haven’t seen in a long time, or maybe make a 
connection with one you’ve never even met.  The bonds of our connections 
should go beyond stated meetings.

AS THE SUN RISES IN THE EAST

WORSHIPFUL MASTER
MICHAEL McKEOWN



There are some great Youtube channels out there, and some not so great ones.  
The not good ones can be funny for their author’s efforts to guess what it is 
we are about, but the real brothers that have channels out there have a lot of 
good to say.  There are a lot of good books on Masonry available on Kindle 
very inexpensively and make for instant gratification if you need something 
to read, and Amazon is only a few days away if you prefer to hold the real 
thing.  I recently bought two physical books that I have already read on 
Kindle: “Who Built the Moon” and “Civilization One”, both by Christopher 
Knight which are about subjects he discovered while researching his better 
known work “The Hiram Key”, also a good read.  I bought these books in 
physical form to reference because I have been asked to do a presentation on 
“Freemasonry and Astronomy” for another Blue Lodge, so look for excerpts 
from that work to appear in a future Trestleboard.

Another thing you might consider doing, if free time weighs heavy, is explore 
some creativity.  Pen turning, gavel turning, and trowel making are hobbies 
some few of you may already do, but If you have a video projector (dim 
ones that need to be used in a dark room are quite inexpensive), display a 
Masonic image on a sheet of paper taped to the wall and trace it and paint it.  
I’m thinking of things that might could become a Tracing Board.  One does 
not need to be much of an artist to make some really cool art work this way!

Well I guess my point is if you get bored stuck at home, think fondly on 
your commitment to Masonry and what that means to you, expand your 
education on Masonry, and maybe find a creative way to keep it in front of 
mind.  If you do any of these things or something else entirely in alignment 
with your Masonic commitment, drop me a note about it and I’ll mention 
you in a future Trestleboard!

Be well all of you.  Stay home as much as possible.  Life has changed for us 
all.  It is likely we will go through repeated shelter at home events as this virus 
comes and goes in waves until there is a vaccine.  The key is to avoid getting 
it until then.  Embrace our new paradigm.  Stay home.  Avoid in person 
visits as much as possible.  Sterilize packaging whether from the store or in 
the mail or leave it untouched for a few days and let those nasty germs die 
if they exist.  Don’t relax your guard even after the government releases us 
back into the world, for it won’t be the final final until we have a vaccine.  At 
first I scoffed: “It’s just a bad flu, once I get it I won’t have to worry again”.  I 
think we all know better now.  Stay safe my beloved Masonic family.

MASTER’S MESSAGE CONTINUED



Hello my Brothers, 
We are in very interesting times. As you all know, our Stated Meeting for 
April has been cancelled by order of the Grand Master. But rest assured the 
Master and your Lodge Officers are keeping things moving along. Bills are 
being paid and the Hall is continuing to meet and perform their functions.
If anyone is in need of relief or help please reach out. We are all very social 
individuals and we look forward to meeting with each other, practicing 
our craft, and executing on the great work we do for our community. So it’s 
definitely unsettling to be stuck at home and unable to socialize in person.

Please write or call if you want to just visit or hear a different voice. We are 
collectively a support structure for each other.

Stay safe and secure, and please wash your hands frequently :-)

Fraternally,
Sean Harris PM
Secretary
seanharris007@gmail.com
(925)352-5987

NV Lodge #93 Secretary Message

Stay in Touch. . .

. . . but at a Safe Distance!



NV Lodge #93 Secretary Message Continued

Dues info
2020 Dues = $78.00
§809.320. LIFE MEMBERSHIP.
A sum of money equal to the Lodge’s annual dues at the time of purchase 
of the life membership multiplied by the factor indicated opposite the 
member’s age in the following schedule:
 Age 49 and under, a factor equal to or greater than 24 times annual dues;  $1872
 50 to 54 inclusive, a factor equal to or greater than 20 times annual dues;  $1560
 55 to 59 inclusive, a factor equal to or greater than 18 times annual dues;  $1404
 60 to 64 inclusive, a factor equal to or greater than 16 times annual dues; $1248
 65 to 71 inclusive, a factor equal to or greater than 14 times annual dues; $1092 
and  Age 72 and over, a factor equal to or greater than 12 times annual dues. $936 

Dues payments should be mailed directly to the Lodge Hall: 
Lodge Secretary (Dues)
Napa Valley Lodge #93
1335 Main St Suite 102
Saint Helena, CA 94574
Receipts/Reimbursements
For those brothers that regularly turn in expenses to the Lodge, please get 
those receipts into me by no later than the Sunday night before the date of 
the stated meeting.
No receipts or invoices will be accepted the night of the stated meeting. 
Those will be deferred to the next month. So please get your receipts in 
early enough to get processed.

Please be sure receipts are:
1. crisp/uncrumpled.
2. Contain no staples (these get scanned eventually)
3. Written at the top of every receipt is:    the date
         amount
         your name
         event or category it belongs to
The above helps with the tracking and auditing process.

Missing Brothers
I tried Grand Lodge’s location services, but they couldn’t find anything on 
the following brothers:
Andrew L Hingston
Donald W. Morton

Any friends or contacts I could try would be appreciated.



AprilBirthdays
Errol Hinton   04 01
Sean Harris PM  04 03
Zachary Miller   04 06
Kurt Henke   04 11
Dana Hodnett   04 11
Michael Kmiec  04 11
James Whiteley PM  04 19
King Cowdin   04 20
James Duke PM  04 20
Robert Hinrichs  04 27
William Robertson  04 27
Michael McKeown PM 04 30

Richard Cabral  04/20/1971
Michael McKeown PM 04/28/2010
Raymond Mc Mullen  04/14/1983
William Robertson  04/27/1995
Manuel Rodrigues  04/15/2003
Robert Sutton   04/26/1994

happy
Anniversary3rd Degree



My dear brothers, friends, and family,
I bow before the splendor of the Supreme Architect’s presence animating 
our life and our world.  We should ever remember to have Faith that the 
G.A.O.T.U. (Great Architect of the Universe) has created us and the world 
in his vision.  We should ever remember to have Hope that when our earthly 
opportunity to work and spread love is finished that we will be absorbed 
into the unity of His Grace, and we should of necessity remember always 
to demonstrate the Charity of forgiveness and compassion to all whom 
we interact with, remembering that at all of our core lies the the sameness 
quality that is the Great Architect’s awareness. 

However, purity of vision means not “believing”, not having “faith” in that 
which we were taught.  Purity of vision means standing in the center of the 
circle of the Monad and looking for one’s self at the information that other 
scholars interpreted and decide for our own self what it means.  You are all 
as smart and as capable as those historians whom we chose to believe in high 
school and college, but now as Free Men, Free Thinkers, indeed, Freemasons, 
we are most certainly allowed to make up our own mind, and in the process 
the real secrets of Freemasonry may be revealed to you.

Here in this column we are on a path of discovery of a lost set of secrets 
encoded in the fabric of Freemasonry that have to do with who we really are, 
our real history, and a lost technology that was used to build the megalithic 
stone buildings, from pyramids to cathedrals, that abound on the planet 
from a previous time.  We have been reminded of the lesson of the Monad, 
the point within the circle, that teaches us that the secret to who we really 
are lies in the sameness quality of experience and how to observe without 
being moved by the ego, that incessant voice in our heads which decides what 
things we see means, and is usually wrong.  We have looked at dielectricity, 
or aether, and how Quantum Mechanics makes the mistake of reification, 
that of making an object out of a posterior attribute.  Our very brief glance 
at dielectricity hints at something worthy of a further look, that of frequency 
and vibration, and we’ll get to that, all towards our goal of looking at the 
architecture that abounded in Europe and in this country in the formative 
years of Freemasonry, but right now we have to take a look at the chronology 
of our world’s history so we have a context to look at those buildings in, for 
if we don’t understand the dating, we’ll just be guessing at the time periods.

The Flemish Abraham Ortelius is considered to be the creator of the first 

Michael’s Masonic esoterica



modern atlas of the world, the Theatrum Orbis Terrarum.  He is said to 
be the first to suggest the continents were originally all connected before 
drifting to their present position.  He is said to have lived from 1527-1598.  
Looking closely, his map is very baffling.  It is said to have been made in 
1574 based on the date on the map.  That would make it 82 years after the 
supposed discovery of America, and yet all the main rivers in South America 
are accurately drawn on the map.  That areas of dense tropical jungle could 
have been thoroughly mapped in such a short time is questionable on it’s 
own, but what I really want to draw your attention to is the date on the map.  
It is quite obvious that the 1 in the date of 1574, is not at all a 1.  It is a J.  It 
is well known and accepted among historians that early dating used either 
a J, an i or an X before the date to indicate Jesus, Iejus, or Christos (Xristos), 
each used to refer to a count of years after Jesus.  Further, this J is separated 
from the 574 numbers by a slightly larger space than the numbers have.  The 
map quite clearly was not made in 1574, but rather 574 years after Jesus.

Let’s look at another cartographer, Levinus Hulsius.  He is said to have 
been born in Belgium in 1546.  He was a maker and dealer in fine scientific 
instruments.  He was a publisher and printer, a linguist and a lexicographer, 
and he wrote extensively on geometry.  His maps are considered to be 
genuine.  On one of his most famous maps, there is a very peculiar date.  We 
are told that it is 1598, but the 1 is separated from the 598 digits by a large 
space, and the 1 clearly does not look like a 1, but rather is a capital letter i 
(I’m not sure the font this will be printed in will show a capital i correctly, 
so I use a lower case i here).  So the map was not made in 1598, but rather 
598 since Jesus.

Let’s look at one more cartographer, Nicolaes van Geelkercken.  He is 
considered an authentic surveyor and cartographer who lived from 1585-
1656.  He was employed by the Gelderland government, and he is well known 
for his manuscript maps.  The dates on his maps are very clear.  On one map 
that I am looking at right now, the date is quite clearly 587 with a J in front 
of it.  This is not a conspiracy theory kind of thing.  The use of the i, J, or X 
is well accepted among historians for it’s reference to Jesus, yet clearly there 
is a disconnect between the dates on these maps and when historians tell 
us the cartographers that made them lived.

I found an emblem of the beautiful city of Vilnius, the ancient and current 
capital of Lithuania (where our Masonic brother Ed Leedskalnin was from, 
famous for Coral Castle in Florida and who’s “Permanent Magnet Holder 
invention is demonstrated in our lodge’s sculpture of the Monad, or Point 
Within a Circle).  It is recorded in the history books that the city was first 



recognized in 1323, yet this emblem I am looking at clearly has a date of 
Anno•VII, the seventh century, not the 14th.

Let’s look at the German historian August Ludwig von Schlozer.  He is well 
accepted by modern historians for his critical study of Russian history.  He is 
recorded by accepted history as having lived from 1735 to 1809, yet an image 
of him from the time of his life very clearly shows the date as i 735, not 1735.

There are thousands of examples of art, sculptures, maps, and historical 
figures where history tells us the dates are in the 1000 era, but if we go look 
at the date for ourselves on the artwork, sculptures, maps, coins, and images 
of historical figures, we see the date is not in the 1000’s at all, but that the 
first character of the dates is an i, J, or x, often separated from the actual 
date numbers by a dot on either side of the i, J, or X to further set it apart 
as a date “from the time of Jesus”.  How did this extra 1000 years of dating 
get added to our historical timeline?

Anatoly Fomenko, a Russian mathematician, wrote a series of 7 books 
about his research into the dating of historical events in Europe and found 
hundreds of examples of genealogies repeated over and over to make up this 
extra one thousand years that was added to our history.  This fabrication 
occurred with the development of the Gregorian Calendar.  Our modern 
concept of medieval and ancient history begins in Europe at about 1518 
with a series of works by Joseph Scaliger, a French religious leader.  These 
works were expanded in 1630 by Denis Petau, a French theologian.  They 
each used scraps of scroll remnants, biblical texts, and calendars they had 
inherited and took it upon themselves to bring chronology to perfection 
with absolutely precise dating including month, day and even time of death 
of principal events in all of human history.  In 1583 Scaligar wrote “Study of 
the Improvement of Time” in which he looked at old calendars and corrected 
what he presumed to be their errors.  Both historians made exact time line 
lists of events and people based on “faith”.  Scaligar for example could not 
even conceive of the idea of running a check on the chronology of the holy 
fathers and looked at previous history work done by biblical scholars as 
“divine”.  The basis of today’s modern historical dating rests primarily with 
the work of these two men, and yet their work is showed repeatedly to be 
more than flawed, but rather flat out made up out of thin air.

Fomenko looked first at astronomical events recorded in Scaliger’s historical 
timeline, and looked to see if such events (eclipses, comets, etc.) really lined 
up with the years they were said to have happened based on Scaliger and 
Petau’s chronology, and found they did not jive at all.  Sir Isaac Newton 



was one of the first to question the Scaliger timeline, and wrote several 
books on the subject.  He was the first to suggest that a thousand years had 
been mistakenly added to our history.  Fomenko’s work is substantive and 
clearly demonstrates that did indeed happen.  Now today’s researchers are 
looking at maps, coins, art, and architecture and finding that not only did 
this happen, but in very many cases the i, J, or X in the dates on buildings 
and artwork have been defaced to try to make them look like the numeral 
1.  The changes went largely unnoticed for centuries, but in today’s world 
of Photoshop where we have become used to spotting subtle doctoring of 
images, the crude defacing of these old dates is very obvious.

What this means to us when we begin to look at architecture is all these 
“ancient” events and buildings are not so ancient after all.  The so called 
Greek and Roman eras were a thousand years more recent (I say “so-called” 
because as we will learn those were just labels put on regions of a global 
empire).  The destruction of the Greek and Roman megalithic stone buildings 
was not from extreme age, but a cataclysmic event.  Jesus lived a thousand 
years more recent than we’ve been taught.  The addition of this thousand 
extra years into our timeline basically pushed recent events into the distant 
past where they would not be scrutinized.  But now we are scrutinizing 
them, and we will see that something dramatic occurred in our recent past.  
Something globally cataclysmic.  Something that caused us to forget who 
we are and our technology.  Something that happened during the period of 
photography, so we have photographic evidence as well.  Something that 
occurred during the formative years of the Great Craft of Freemasonry.
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