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AS THE SUN RISES IN THE EAST. . .

My dear brothers of Napa Valley Lodge #93, 
and the many brethren from other lodges that read this Trestleboard, 
I am so happy to again be able to address you from these pages. Do 
you remember that old Masonic joke: “How many Masons does it take 
to change a lightbulb?”  “One, with the rest sitting on the sidelines 
remarking that’s not how they used to do it.” Well when we finally get 
back to lodge, let’s hope we remember how we do any of our ritual 
today, let alone how it used to be done. I encourage all our officers 
to be studying their work, and this year it is doubly hard because we 
not only need to be up to speed on our lectures and floor work for 
the first three degrees in our current stations as we have immediate 
need to confer degrees on brothers and candidates as soon as we are 
released to hold meetings again, but in short order we also need to be 
memorizing our lectures for advancement next year.

Typically it seems we tend to throw ourselves into next year’s 
memorizing and practice around June, having already come up to 
speed on the current year’s work by then. This allows us to confer 
degrees on autopilot for this year’s stations while we work on next 
year’s memorizing. But this year; oh boy. If we get released to meetings 
early this summer we will have precious little time to practice this 
year’s work and still be able to jump into next year’s work in enough 
time for the officers to qualify in the late fall.

It could be that we might even have to do one more year in current 
stations in order to pull it off, but if we all worked really hard starting 
now, we could advance.

If your work, living situation, or family requirements are such that 
you foresee next year’s advancement or staying in your current 
position being a challenge for you to qualify for, it’s not too early 
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to communicate that so we can pivot and get another brother to 
begin studying the work so they can take over that position for you. 
Our lodge has always been willing to be flexible and accommodate 
a brother. If you need to step out of the line for a year, have no fear 
that you would need to start over at the beginning of the line when 
you step back in. If I know our lodge and our leadership team the 
way I think I do, they will always be willing to work you back in. 
Frankly I don’t think any of us that have been through the line a time 
or two particularly care about staying in a position for a year or even 
transitioning back to the sidelines for a year.

The recent Masonic Education series sponsored by Grand Lodge 
on the history of Festive Boards (also called Table Lodges) was very 
interesting. We have talked about doing this in our lodge, and I think 
it would be a lot of fun.

Many other lodges are incorporating a Masonic Education piece into 
their weekly or monthly meetings. I beg and entreat all of you to chose 
something of interest to you about Freemasonry or an appendant body 
you are in and copy and paste something about it to read to us, find 
a passage in a book about the subject, or write a few paragraphs on 
what that aspect of Freemasonry means to you. There is huge value in 
this to you individually as a Mason, as you will learn something, and 
there is even larger value in sharing what you learned with us. The 
teacher learns. And what you share with us might engender someone 
else’s interest and lead them on a quest for further Light as well. Lux 
et veritas.

A recent presentation I got to watch via Zoom was about Masonic 
Ciphers, in particular the commonly known Pigpen Cipher. While 
I hope you are all familiar with the basic concept, the history of the 
use of the simple Pigpen cipher is interesting, and goes far back into 
history. Of course today it is easily cracked if one does not have the 
key, but it is interesting to see how many ancient documents, artwork, 
and gravestones had messages hidden in Pigpen. Not all use of the 
Pigpen contained real secret messages though. According to legend, 
in 1730 when the pirate Olivier Levasseur was hanged, he ripped his 



necklace off and threw it into the crowd, crying out about a secret 
treasure. The necklace supposedly contained a 17-line Masonic Cipher. 
Unfortunately, when decrypted, the note revealed to be a jumbled 
message in French that did not allude to any treasure, but rather for 
an ancient traditional folk remedy.

I entreat all of our members to please consider putting together a 
brief presentation on something related, even if only tangentially, to 
Freemasonry. I doubt there are any of you that think Freemasonry 
exists merely as a social fraternal club with mysterious sounding 
elements that are just in fun and don’t really mean much. I’m pretty 
sure we all believe there is something significant at the root of our 
Gentle Craft. Even if the original intent of our iconography, images, 
and ritual might have been forgotten through the ages, they still speak 
to hidden, and in many cases not so hidden meanings. These “secret” 
messages if you will are guideposts on our journey of becoming better 
men, more educated and fulfilled in our life and work, ultimately 
putting our spirit or soul into position to receive the G.A.O.T.U.’s 
grace at the end of our earthly toil.

You see, even the use of G.A.O.T.U. is a secret message, though it is so 
familiar to us we don’t give it a passing thought. A non-mason who 
has not been educated in our craft will have no idea what that means, 
but we do, and we recognize that it is a complex set of ideologies and 
philosophies that basically point us in the direction of how to attain 
“that which we seek”, which, ultimately, is the promise of the Acacia at 
the head of a particular grave, or let me state it more plainly, everlasting 
life joined with our Creator.

Now, that starts to sound religious, but it is not. We are not an “ism”. 
I’ve never heard the term Freemasonryism used. Freemasons of every 
faith share in a believe in a Great Creator. We all share in a belief that 
it is the goal of life on Earth to attain union with this Creator, if not 
while alive, at least when we pass over to the other side we hope for 
the charity of His divine Grace. We find this faith in the acceptance of 
the pain of life. We accept it in the attraction of life’s pleasures which 
we also recognize are closely related to pain as well. I like to use as an 



example taking care of our teeth. It’s a pain to brush and floss multiple 
times a day (and I wish I had been better at that through most of my 
life), but it is also a pain to take the easy route on teeth care and lose 
them later in life. It is a pain to exercise and watch our diet every day, 
but it is also a pain to suffer being overweight and the host of maladies 
that come with that. Life has pain. Some of it comes to us regardless of 
our choices, but we have the option to make some choices that seem 
painful and hard but reap rewards the easy path does not provide, and 
very often the easy path takes us to unwitting pain.

Now I’m not trying to stand on a soap box and tell you to get healthy 
in body. For most of us (and I’m right there with you) our choices 
have got us what we’ve got and there we are. I’m trying to make a point 
that being a Freemason does not have to be a journey of self discovery 
and the associated pain of research and reading that it takes to acquire 
that education. One can just do the minimum work necessary to get 
the three degrees and happily go about life wearing your Mason ring 
and enjoying the fellowship of brotherhood should you even bother 
to continue to go to lodge after attaining the degrees.

But by not undertaking a study of Masonry on your own accord, you 
will suffer the pain of never truly understanding what it is you are 
a part of. Many long years ago you spent a year in a senior brother’s 
garage memorizing your obligations to recite in lodge and you became 
a Master Mason and have proudly worn the ring from that time forth. 
You might even attend lodge on occasion. You might even read your 
lodge’s Trestleboard on occasion. But only those Masons that look 
beyond what they once memorized (and likely long ago forgotten) 
learn the real lessons of Freemasonry. Only those that study the history 
of our Great Craft learn the real intentions of the work we do. There 
is pain involved in making this study. There is pain involved in going 
up the line and being a Master of a lodge, but by failing to continue 
one’s education in Freemasonry means you suffer a hidden pain of 
lack of awareness of what you are really a part of. You miss out on the 
“AHA!” of realization.

What is the most important lesson Freemasonry holds close to it’s 



bosom? What is the Big Secret, this supposed “realization” you ask? 
It is nothing more or less than the singular, solitary, not-two thing 
that is best expressed with the term Awareness. It is represented in the 
Monad, the Point Within a Circle, which we are taught is supposed 
to be represented in every regular lodge as a constant reminder of 
what should be our biggest aspiration as a Mason. This lesson, this 
all encompassing Big Secret can only be intuited through study and 
deep thought, of sharing this journey with like minded brethren, and 
only after many long years of study, indeed, even an entire life. It is 
challenging because “you” can not “make” this awareness happen. 
I could here write a book on the subject but it will make no sense 
at all to one who hasn’t done the inner work to place the mind in a 
position such that the Grace of our Great Creator can reveal it to you. 
The human intellect, the fallible human ego, is incapable of making 
this shift occur.

Forever yours in the brotherhood of Freemasonry,
I am your humble servant of the Craft,
Michael McKeown

Hello Brothers
The news regarding COVID has been very promising in the recent 
weeks. Three vaccines are being distributed and new cases are 
plummeting. Several counties in the Bay Area have moved to the less 
restrictive Orange Tier, and some are expected to qualify for yellow 
soon.

This is all good news for returning to active life, but also for re-
opening our Lodge and resuming our craft. I am hopeful that the 
vast majority of our brothers are already vaccinated. If not please 
refer to the links I have below for seeing about getting yours.

Current vaccination eligibility
	 •	People	who	work	in	health	care,	education,	child	care,		 	
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    agriculture, and food and emergency services
	 •	Residents	of	long-term	care	facilities
	 •	People	65	or	older

I lot of our members qualify from the above.

The 2021 dues information:
Lodge dues are now $80.25	per	year.	($25+$55.25)

Conducting Business in the Covid-19 environment

We are continuing to hold “Virtual Stated Meetings” at our regular 
times each first Wednesday of the month. It is done via the Zoom 
teleconferencing application. Members who wish to dial-in by 
telephone only can attend the meeting in that fashion as well.

The Virtual Stated Meeting is open to Masons only. I encourage all 
of our lodge brothers to attend these online meetings, particularly 
those brothers that have relocated away from the Napa Valley. Please 
see the Master’s article for instructions on attending the meeting.
COVID-19
Napa County as-of March 24 is still in the  Red Tier, which is the 
second most restrictive tier in the phases.

    https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/

Please sign up for notification with the State online web portal

https://myturn.ca.gov/

How to Sign Up for a COVID-19 Vaccine In your State
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/02/18/967448680/
h o w - t o - s i g n - u p - f o r - a - c o v i d - 1 9 - v a c c i n e - i n - y o u r -
state?state=CT&utm_term=nprnews&utm_medium=social&utm_
campaign=npr&utm_source=facebook.com&fbclid=IwAR1aj8JWeGbqp5_
xOOE_50RhU1ZMKKoWCAowLnWxL5EWzjtlHnN048#lookup



Please reach out to any of the Lodge Officers if you are in need of 
assistance, and please don’t hesitate to call me with any questions 
you might have. I am looking forward to seeing you all in the Lodge 
Hall again.

Fraternally,

Sean Harris PM
Secretary
seanharris007@gmail.com
(925)352-5987

Silverado is continuing to have zoom social meetings so that 
non-members can join in the fun!  If you are a member or aren’t 
yet a member and want to join us for our next meeting, April 22 at 
7pm, just send an email to me at Silverado189@gmail.com so I can 
get you the link.

Thank you, stay safe and let us hear from you soon!  
Mariana Harris, Secretary  
Silverado #189
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Scan this code 
to join the 

Zoom 
Stated Meeting

VIRtUAL	StAtEd	MEEtING	ZOOM	LINK:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81851654788?pwd=QndSeGFt
WtdBNUc2eW5mZHJxRW5zZz09



    April Birthdays

happy
Anniversary3rd Degree

Errol Hinton    4/1
Sean Harris PM   4/3
Zachary Miller    4/6
Dana Hodnett    4/11
Michael Kmiec   4/11
Kurt Henke    4/11
Zachary Schunk   4/11
James Whiteley PM   4/19
King Cowdin    4/20
James Duke PM   4/20
Robert Hinrichs   4/27
William Robertson   4/27
Michael McKeown PM  4/30

Raymond Mc Mullen   4/14/83
Manuel Rodrigues   4/15/03
Richard Cabral   4/20/71
Robert Woods    4/23/92
Robert Sutton    4/26/94
William Robertson   4/27/95
Michael McKeown PM  4/28/10



My dear lovers of the hidden messages of Freemasonry, 
I am so excited to share with you where my research has taken me 
this last month. Every time I think my mind has been cracked open 
for the last time, a new path opens before me with new information I 
previously had no idea about, and this month’s lead is no less a shock to 
my intellect as any of the other fascinating things we have discovered 
together in the last year and a half.

As you know I have recently been looking at some of our most 
ancient Masonic documents looking for clues to what our originating 
brethren might have known and perhaps encoded in our Gentle Craft, 
perhaps hoping those messages would be discovered in a later time 
when men’s minds are open to recognize those messages. I conjecture 
as the hypothesis behind my work that Masonry has encoded in it 
information about three main secrets of humanity: Who we really are 
(eternal spiritual beings), where we came from (our lost history), and 
the secrets used by our ancient brethren to build massive megalithic 
stunning architecture out of stone, likely utilizing elemental earth 
energies that have been forgotten. So while researching these earliest 
Masonic writings a path opened before me about William Shakespeare.

William Shakespeare appears on the historical scene in 1564 and it 
is said he died in 1616, so right in the time period of active Masonry 
that was prior to the codifying of the Craft by the formation of the 
first grand lodge in 1717. During this period lodges appear to have 
had a mix of rituals, each lodge pretty much working independently 
of the others, with only basic elements being shared between lodges. 
This information on how to hold a lodge and what was to be done 
in the lodge was often encoded and secret, even if each lodge was a 
bit different from the others, they all had a set of basic intentions at 
play. It hadn’t really occurred to me that perhaps our Craft’s ancient 
secrets might not only been encoded through the choice of imagery 
and ritual used, but may have gone further than that and be encoded 
in the actual texts themselves. Now my research hasn’t had time to 
dig into those ancient documents at that level, but the path that has 
opened before me about William Shakespeare certainly suggests it is 

Michael’s Masonic esoterica



worth a look.

What you might read about William Shakespeare on Wikipedia would 
lead you to believe we know well the life of Shakespeare. It reads like 
an authoritative text book that a scholar can believe in and point to. 
Remember, a scholar is someone that studies and believes what other 
people thought things meant, but were often wrong. Here in this 
column we are autodidactics, i.e. we look at the original information 
and make up our own mind what it means. Very often our more 
modern minds realize that those ancient scholars we had to memorize 
in college were wrong.

First off I’m sure you have been exposed to the idea that Shakespeare 
might not have existed as such. Some believe he might have been a 
pen name for Francis Bacon, and there is a lot of compelling evidence 
for that. Some believe he might have not existed as a person per. se., 
but rather a name give to an amalgamation of different authors. But 
I am about to show you something so fascinating that it could be 
that Shakespeare was something else entirely, perhaps an aspect of 
Divinity. Perhaps a survivor of a different race of humans that were 
far more capable than us, or perhaps something even more outlandish 
sounding that I dare not even say.

So it turns out, and I had no idea about this, but apparently it has 
been know for quite some time, that the 46th Psalm in the King James 
Bible encodes his name in a very intriguing way. It is important to 
first know the dates of the writing of the King James Bible. It is said to 
have been commissioned as a version of the Christian Bible written 
in English for the Church of England in 1604, and was completed in 
1611. Remember Shakespeare is said to have died in 1616. In the 46th 
Psalm, if one counts the 46th word from the beginning the word there 
is “Shake” and if one counts 46 words from the end of the psalm, the 
word is “Spear”. Some articles I read say that these words were changed 
in some later editions of the bible, but modern versions I have checked 
do have those two words exactly as described.

Researchers then discovered clues on the very front cover art of the 
1611 King James Bible. There are 5 perfect crosses forming the words: 
“Ark of the Covenant Mercy Seat Hidden in a Church”. Well now 



my Masonic Researcher neck hairs were standing on end! I mean, 
the very root of the Hiramic Legend has to do with King Solomon’s 
Temple which was built to house the Ark of the Covenant and all the 
mysteries involved in that: no iron used, solid stone, clad inside with 
sheets of solid gold, like some kind of nuclear containment building, 
and the Ark itself reported as causing instant blindness if looked at, it 
burned bushes in it’s path, it had to be carried on long wood poles, etc.

So knowledge of this has set researchers looking closely at 
Shakespeare’s works. If Shakespeare (whoever he, or it, was) was 
employed to write the King James translation of the Christian Bible, 
and if he had encoded his name in the 46th Psalm and the further, 
and many, encoded messages, then what might he have encoded 
in work published in his name? So researchers have been studying 
Shakespeare’s book entitled: “Shake-Speares Sonnets” (sic), and they 
have found incredible, and I mean mind blowing complexity of hidden 
messages including advanced geometry and mathematics. The clues 
left in the document to the unraveling of this code are rather obvious 
to us now that we’ve had our attention drawn to it, but remained a 
hidden secret for centuries.

I do not have room here to delve into the layers of messages encoded in 
the book of Sonnets, but one of the main experts on the subject is Alan 
Green who has published three books on the subject under the title: 
“Dee-Coding Shakespeare: The Holy Trinity Solution Series”. I have 
not read them yet (they are pricey), but I have read quite a bit of what 
he has published online and what others who have studied his work 
have reported on it. I assure you, it is fascinating. It ties in alchemist 
John Dee who frequently pops up in research regarding Masonry’s 
roots and includes a surreptitious xray scanning of an altar in a church 
in England wherein may lie a document of profound import.

And so I wonder now: what hidden messages might there yet be to be 
discovered in Freemasonry’s oldest documents before the knowledge 
drift of time made our craft begin to look more like a Don Quixote 
windmill than the repository of mankind’s deepest lost secrets that I 
believe our Gentle and so Great Craft is?

Michael McKeown
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