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AS THE SUN RISES IN THE EAST. . .

NVL members, family, and friends,
Here in the Trestleboard the Master’s Column is supposed to be the 
forum for the master of the lodge to instruct the lodge brethren (the 
ancient and original use of a Trestleboard) but now is mainly the place 
to announce upcoming events (that’s the extent of most “instruction” 
by the master in the modern era). Of course there is little besides 
Zoom we can do, so beyond announcing the March Stated Meeting 
via Zoom (same link as always, which you can find elsewhere in this 
issue), that’s it for upcoming events for our lodge this month.

I’m sure you all login over at www.freemason.org every now and then, 
but if you might not have seen yet, the 2020 Annual Report is out and 
is worth your perusal.

Grand Lodge’s Masonic Education speaker series is worth keeping an 
eye on. On March 24 Andrew Farleigh will do a program called “The 
Origins and Customs of the Festive Board”. I have attended several 
festive boards/table lodge type dinners and we have talked about 
doing it in our lodge. This should prove to be an interesting program. 
I encourage any of you that have expressed interest in putting on such 
an event at our lodge to set your calendar reminder and tune in.

We will be enjoying a Masonic Education period in our Zoom stated 
meetings this year. I beg and entreat all of you members to either 
prepare something to share yourself, or help me to invite guest 
speakers, otherwise you’ll have to listen to me for ten minutes, and 
you already know everything I have to say. I can’t possibly be the 
only one in our lodge that reads Masonic material and has formed an 
opinion or has knowledge about something related to our Craft. I am 
absolutely open to a speaker from an appendant body to speak on what 
they know. It could be an opportunity to attract new members to your 
part of Masonry by exposing us to what you do (without revealing 
your initiated secrets of course). I’m thinking Royal Arch? Cryptic 
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Council? Scottish Rite? Eastern Star? The youth groups? Obviously 
only Masons can attend our actual stated meeting, but if you bring 
us a non-Mason speaker we can close and then let them in. Keep in 
mind though we’re looking for Masonic Education, not commercials.

“The teacher learns”. If you prepare a presentation for us you will 
experience personal growth and increased knowledge in that which 
you have dedicated your life. You can talk to your favorite voice reading 
app and have it type it for you. You could cobble together a simple 
PowerPoint. You can read something off of Wikipedia (everything 
online is correct, right?). You can call me and have me help you. 
Please? Or next best invite a brother you know from another lodge 
or Masonic body that has something to instruct us on.

I know you’ve heard me say (well actually, read what I wrote) that if 
we as Masons don’t understand our symbols and what they mean at 
both the outer teaching level and at the esoteric, or inner teaching 
level, then we don’t really understand who we are as Masons, but I 
sense some doubt. After all, you say, we go through the three degrees 
and are told both via our obligations, and later by the lectures and 
charges, how we are expected to behave as Masons. What more do 
we really need to know? That’s the crux of everything related to being 
a Freemason, right?

For sure our obligations, lectures, and charges teach us basic human 
qualities that are worth promulgating in the world. To live and act 
honorably, to be patient, to be trustworthy and honest. To practice 
temperance in our behavior, to have fortitude in sticking to our 
obligations, to behave prudently, and to be equanimous and just. If 
you’ve been through the chairs under our inspector’s tutoring you 
all learned Time For Prune Juice, right? But all that stuff about right 
living, well that’s just basic good human behaviors, right? We didn’t 
need to become Masons to learn to be ethical in business, to be honest, 
to protect our families.

Later we get to vote to spend our lodge’s money on our community, 
for charity, and on our own Masonic fraternal missions (the Masonic 
Homes, the Foundation, etc.), so we’re also a philanthropy. Is that 
who we are as Masons? Philanthropists?  No. We are not really a 



philanthropy. I think it is more accurate to describe Freemasonry as 
a philosophy that does some philanthropy.

Clearly we are not a religion or anything like a religion. You never 
hear anyone use the term “Freemasonryism”, right? We are not an 
“ism”. Being good humans is not an “ism”, that should just be “living”.
So while these things make being a Mason worthwhile (I’m not 
interested in dedicating my life to any organization that does not 
promote personal growth for me personally, so I wouldn’t be here 
if Freemasonry were different in this regard) but these significant 
aspects of our experience as Masons still don’t really get to the core 
messages of Freemasonry.

At this point you may be saying to yourself (which is a funny 
expression...like there’s two of you? One to talk to the other one?), 
anyway, you might be saying: “Well Michael, aren’t you forgetting 
the most significant lesson of Freemasonry? Fidelity of trust? Even 
unto death? And the parallel lesson that we are all traveling on a road 
that will only too quickly reach it’s end in the grave?” But aha! You’ve 
made my point for me, because the symbol of the grave represents our 
short journey of toil, and the symbol of the acacia reminds us of that 
which will not die and how important it is therefor to lead a life in tune 
with the Great Architect’s design.  The acacia also has another special 
meaning to those that have been through the 3rd degree; meanings 
veiled within meanings.

When a Master Mason sees the symbol of a setting maul (a wide 
wood hammer used to adjust tiles or stone blocks when laying them), 
he knows instantly a secret meaning that the preponderance of the 
general public does not know. The average non-Mason would glance 
over the symbol of the setting maul in an otherwise busy artwork with 
complete ignorance and likely not even pay it a moment’s attention, as 
it has no meaning for them. Yet every single Master Mason the world 
over will instantly recognize it for what it means.

Both historically and in the modern era Masonry abounds with 
symbolism that speaks to what Freemasonry is really all about but 
those messages are only available for eyes that have been educated as 
to those meanings. It is in a sense like a foreign language. A word you 



don’t know sounds like gibberish, and then once you learn that word 
you might hear a sentence of gibberish of words you don’t know yet, 
but that one word will jump out as a sound that now has meaning to 
you. I urge you to study the language of our fraternity, the language 
of symbols.

There are three books I can recommend: “The Meaning of Masonry” 
by W. L. Wilmshurst, originally published in 1922 but still reprinted 
today. “Symbolism in Craft Masonry” by Colin Dyer, first published in 
1976. My copy is printed by Ian Allan Regalia and for a tradepaper is a 
beautiful book printed on quality paper. The brief section explaining 
the complex symbolism used in the art work for the frontispiece to 
the Book of Constitutions of 1784 is particularly enlightening.

A final title for you to consider is a beautiful large format book that 
while technically is probably a tradepaper (it’s not hard bound) but 
the pages are thick, glossy, quality paper and the images are crisp. It is 
called “The Freemasons” with the subtitle: “Unlocking the 1000-year-
old mysteries of the Brotherhood: the Masonic rituals, codes, signs 
and symbols explained with over 200 photographs and illustrations.” 
by Jeremy Harwood

I am forever yours in the brotherhood of Freemasonry,
Michael McKeown

Hello Brothers,
I suppose it shouldn’t surprise me that it is Feb and we’ve already 
experienced 80+ degree temperatures across the bay area. As I write 
this, the day is already expecting temperatures over 80. It feels like 
spring keeps getting skipped and we jump right into summer each 
year now.

Dues are nearly complete so thank you to all who have used the new 
system. A quick reminder that the old blue card stock is no longer 
compatible with the system. So you won’t be receiving a dues receipt 
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in the mail. All you need to do is login to freemason.org and view 
your record. From there you can download a copy of your dues 
“card” to place in your wallet if you wish. There is no need to have 
the lodge seal affixed to it at this time. If you need assistance please 
let me know. I can provide you with your member number so you 
can login to freemason.org, if you cannot locate it on your copy of 
Freemason Magazine. Or I can assist you with obtaining the dues 
receipt download. There is still “talk” of trying to incorporate support 
for the old blue dues card-stock into the new system, but no concrete 
word on whether or not it will ultimately happen.

The 2021 dues information:

Lodge dues are now $80.25 per year. ($25+$55.25)

Conducting Business in the Covid-19 environment

We are continuing to hold “Virtual Stated Meetings” at our regular 
times each first Wednesday of the month. It is done via the Zoom 
teleconferencing application. Members who wish to dial-in by 
telephone only can attend the meeting in that fashion as well.
The Virtual Stated Meeting is open to Masons only. I encourage all 
of our lodge brothers to attend these online meetings, particularly 
those brothers that have relocated away from the Napa Valley. Please 
see the Master’s article for instructions on attending the meeting.

COVID-19
Napa County as-of Feb 24 is still in the  Purple tier, which is still the 
most restrictive tier in the phases.

https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/

But vaccine supply is increasing every day. Unfortunately, our 
Fraternal organization does not have access to the supply and cannot 
implement an internal program for our members or their families. 
But I encourage everyone to sign up for notification with the State 
online web portal
https://myturn.ca.gov/



How to Sign Up for a COVID-19 Vaccine In your State

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/02/18/967448680/
h o w - t o - s i g n - u p - f o r - a - c o v i d - 1 9 - v a c c i n e - i n - y o u r -
state?state=CT&utm_term=nprnews&utm_medium=social&utm_
campaign=npr&utm_source=facebook.com&fbclid=IwAR1aj8JWeGbqp5_
xOOE_50RhU1ZMKKoWCAowLnWxL5EWzjtlHnN048#lookup

Most counties are allowing people 65+ to book appointments for 
their vaccinations.

There are a lot of questions around the efficacy of the different 
brands. The following article is helpful for answering some of those 
questions:

NPR - Why the Johnson & Johnson Vaccine Has Gotten A Bad 
Rap - And Why That’s Not Fair

https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-up-
dates/2021/02/22/970235986/why-the-johnson-john-
son-vaccine-has-gotten-a-bad-rap-and-why-thats-
not-fair?utm_campaign=npr&utm_source=facebook.
com&utm_medium=social&utm_term=nprnews&fbclid=I-
wAR2C8WymEwUHgmAeo7L5iHilJu9g7CbNRZ0aUpg5pwpy-
B19yQxFZBYXTyII

Please reach out to any of the Lodge Officers if you are in need of 
assistance, and please don’t hesitate to call me with any questions 
you might have. I love hearing from brothers, even if they are having 
a problem.

Fraternally,

Sean Harris PM
Secretary
seanharris007@gmail.com
(925)352-5987



You missed a fun Jeopardy! game at the last OES Zoom meeting.  
Email me at Silverado189@gmail.com so I can get you the link.  One 
bonus of COVID is the chance to see your OES Sisters and Brothers 
without even leaving your house!  So, I hope you’ll all join us at our 
March 25 meeting.

We have a private Facebook group that all OES members can join.  
It’s called Silverado Order of the Eastern Star and if you let me know 
your Facebook name, I can invite you to join the group. 

The new iMember platform is working so if you have given me your 
email, i’ve updated the system and you should be receiving emails 
from Grand Chapter and me.  If you have not logged into the system, 
you should try it soon.  You can check your address, and offices held 
- let me know if there is any missing information.

The Dues Notices have gone out, so if you have not received your 
notice, please contact me at Silverado189@gmail.com

Thank you, stay safe and let us hear from you soon!   
Mariana Harris, Secretary   
Silverado #189 
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   March Birthdays

happy
Anniversary3rd Degree

William Heller    3/9
Andrew Hingston   3/9 
Robert Robertson   3/10
Peter Cunningham PM  3/12
Zvonko Habek    3/21
Louis Carsner Jr. PM   3/29

Robin Feckner PM   3/10/82
Mike Magnawa   3/17/78 
Frederick White   3/17/72 
Hyke Markarian   3/19/64
M. David Perry PGM   3/23/88
Peter Cunningham PM  3/24/71 
Eric Forrestall    3/28/18
Ariyeh Schmeder   3/29/17
Wallace Gardner   3/31/64



My dear fellow enthusiasts of the hidden messages of Freemasonry, 
I am so happy to again be addressing you from the pages of this 
Trestleboard. There are so many places within Masonry to look for 
clues to the hidden secrets of our so great yet gentle Craft. Masonry 
abounds in symbols. Many are borrowed from more ancient traditions, 
some have been skewed from their original depiction to more closely 
speak to a Masonic point (the Monad for example to which Masonry 
adds two parallel lines and a book of holy writings). Many symbols 
relate to math, geometry, astronomy, and architecture, some relate 
to Hermeticism and alchemy, some have Hebrew origins, and some 
appear to be invented from whole cloth.

To try to collate all these symbols into a cohesive structured meaning 
seems nigh impossible. There have been very many books written that 
delve into the complex meanings of the sets of symbols found both 
historically and in the modern era in Freemasonry. If we choose any 
one symbol to research it becomes a spider’s web ensnaring a brave 
Masonic brother into following haphazard line after line of research 
leading into fascinating areas of history, science, philosophy, and more, 
but leaving one a bit bewildered wondering what is the point of it all?

Where is a new Mason to begin this journey? A thousand dollars 
spent on Amazon to fill his library will leave him with many years of 
reading and he may still not really get a clear picture of what Masonry 
is trying to communicate. I have done the filling the library thing 
(a bit at a time), and I certainly don’t have a complete picture. Is it 
possible that Freemasonry is merely a hobby organization? One filled 
with random ancient symbols so as to make Freemasonry appear 
mysterious but with no more real substance than a game of Dungeons 
and Dragons? I don’t think that’s quite it, but I do believe that many 
of our symbols are indeed a collection of red herrings included in our 
Craft to hide in plain sight a set of symbols that contain real hidden 
information about who we really are, our lost history (where we came 
from), and a technology that was used to build the giant megalithic 
stone buildings and cathedrals that are located around the planet on 
a world wide geometrically perfect grid system. I think our earliest 
brethren recognized the red herrings and the real secrets; to them 
it was likely obvious. I fear in the modern era we have forgotten the 
distinction, and indeed  I fear few Masons today take the time to study 
our iconography at all, let alone recognize the hidden messages.

MIcHAEL’S MASONIc ESOTERIcA



In the several years of this column we have together gone on a journey 
of discovery that suggests my supposition is correct, and we have 
together uncovered new and real secrets that were hidden in some of 
our most basic symbols, yet still we do not have a complete picture, 
and certainly we are not yet levitating the ashlars at the front of the 
lodge room using the giant Van de Graaff generators in the south west 
corner of the lodge room (the Jachin and Boaz pillars, which we have 
discovered were widely used in ancient megalithic architecture and 
appear to be part of a lost technology).

I’m sure you’ll agree with me that we are on the right path, and we are 
doing a good job of keeping our minds open as we do occasionally 
run across red herring symbols like the Lesser Lights we learned 
about a few months ago. It is important we do not make mysteries 
out of the sideline chairs like some kind of Masonic pareidolia, right? 
Not everything holds a mystery. We have also been careful to not be 
scholars and blindly believe what other smart people thought our 
symbols meant but instead have looked at them with the eyes of an 
autodidactic, for I am convinced we are all as smart as our Masonic 
authors and able to make up our own mind on what things mean, 
even if we don’t all publish books about it.

We have begun looking at the oldest Masonic writings we know about 
in hopes that maybe those earliest Masons understood the mouth-
to-ear meaning of some of our symbols in a way that has been lost 
to history. Below are three stanzas of a poem from 1738 by Brother 
Bancks called “An Ode on Masonry” that has some suggestive hints, 
like the Jachin and Boaz pillars and rocks responding to “music” 
(a frequency, a tone? A lost “word”?) and those rocks melting and 
gliding along. Sounds remarkably like some of my other work where 
we discovered cymatics being a significant component of whatever 
those ancient power stations (cathedrals et. al.) where really for.

Just in case you don’t read my articles with a dictionary and Google 
ready at hand, let me quote Wikipedia about who Amphion mentioned 
in the below poem was: “Amphion became a great singer and musician 
after his lover Hermes taught him to play and gave him a golden lyre.”  
Another suggestive connection to Hermes Trismegistus. Do you see 
the way the spiderweb threads of Freemasonry’s symbols seem to 
lead ‘round and ‘round something at the root? Remember this was 



written in 1738, not long after the first Grand Lodge was formed, but 
we have no way of really knowing how far back into antiquity our 
Craft extends and what secrets it originally knew, but I’m thinking 
our earliest authors are our best chance of ferreting out further clues.

I.
GENIUS of MASONRY! descend,
In mystic Numbers while We sing:
Enlarge Our Souls; the Craft defend;
And hither all Thy Influence bring.
With social Thoughts Our Bosoms fill,
And give Thy Turn to ev’ry Will!

IV.
A STATELY DOME o’erlooks Our East,
Like Orient PHOEBUS in the Morn:
And TWO TALL PILLARS in the West
At once support Us, and adorn.
Upholden thus, the Structure stands,
Untouch’d by sacrilegious Hands.

VI.
As when AMPHION tun’d his Song,
Ev’n rugged Rocks the Music knew;
Smooth’d into Form they glide along,
And to a THEBES the Desert grew.
So at the Sound of HIRAM’S Voice,
We rise, We join, and We rejoice.

Michael McKeown 

Scan this code 
to join the 

Zoom 
Stated Meeting

VIRTUAL STATED MEETING ZOOM LINK:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81851654788?pwd=QndSeGFT
WTdBNUc2eW5mZHJxRW5zZz09




