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AS THE SUN RISES IN THE EAST. . .

Brethren of Napa Valley Lodge, brethren from other lodges that read 
this trestleboard, our extended Masonic family, and friends,

I am always so grateful for the opportunity to address you from the 
column of the Master in our lodge’s Tresteboard. With the print shop 
off on a long holiday weekend and the articles being turned in late I 
doubt you’ll get the print version of this before June’s stated meeting 
Wednesday, June 3, so you will first be reading it as a pdf in your email. 
My experience is that writing for the Trestleboard is the hardest job of 
being an officer. Few of the pedestal officers here or elsewhere write 
the for the Trestleboard; but the master must. It appears to be a harder 
task than memorizing. Memorizing is fun and happens when we’re 
standing in line at the grocery store or driving, but writing must take 
time away from work, family, and the myriad of things life calls our 
attention to. It is hard to write. I am challenged by brevity and the 
endless re-writes to clean up my language and shorten it, while others 
are challenged with typing, manipulating language and grammar, let 
alone come up with something to say while we’re still in a pandemic 
restricted environment. We’re a volunteer organization (albeit of the 
highest ideals) and I am convinced we are all doing our best.

There is an expectation that there will be a further loosening of 
state wide Covid restrictions on June 15, so the officers thought we 
should wait until at least after that date before deciding whether to 
go back to in person practices and/or stated meetings. All the lodges 
and concordant bodies that I attend Zoom meetings for, and others 
that I do not attend but I hear people report on, are not planning on 
doing anything in person until the fall (September is the time frame 
referenced). The rationale is on the one hand the Grand Master has 
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not mandated that we meet in person, stated meetings are still allowed 
to be via Zoom (and those of us that live far from the lodge appreciate 
that), but on the other hand there is the complication that some don’t 
want to be vaccinated and some are vaccinated but must still be very 
careful and don’t want to be in person yet. So I don’t know what our 
lodge will decide to do, but I know we’ll be discussing it in the next 
few weeks.

I encourage all the officers to be an example to the membership by 
making our yearly contribution to your choice of Masonic Charities 
on the Grand Lodge website. On the one hand we have a decades 
long streak of 100% of the officers contributing and we don’t want 
to see that interrupted, but I encourage all of you Masons out there 
to do so as well. The programs we are so proud of here in California 
like the Masonic Homes and the Foundation are funded by us, the 
regular Blue Lodge Freemasons. You wear your ring out in public to 
remind yourself of your obligations and a reminder of how cool it is 
that you are a part of a fraternity as great and ancient as ours is. Let 
your ring also be a reminder that part of our obligation is to take care 
of our Masonic family and to make the world a better place, and while 
repairing an elderly brother’s fence is heart warming, the Masonic 
Homes and the Foundation needs our money, not volunteer labor. 
Merely go to www.freemason.org and Masonic Charities is one of the 
pull down menu items.

A reminder that in person Master & Wardens retreats are happening 
this month, but I think we’re all planning on doing it online which is 
every Tuesday and Thursday in July.

I wish I could afford to go on the Grand Master’s Liberty Tour of 
Philadelphia. To see the Philadelphia grand lodge in person, and all 
the mysteries it’s architecture and art hide, would be incredible, and 
the tour includes “back stage” tours of areas off limits to the public, 
and a dinner in the lodge building. It all sounds fantastic. If you are 
of the means and have the time to make the trip you can find the info 



on the Grand Lodge website under “News”.

Keep an eye on the Masonic Speaker Series. This last one from May 
20 is available to watch online. It was on “Freemasonry and Scouting: 
Two Parallel Organizations”. I know a couple of our officers have a 
scouting background.

I am forever yours in the brotherhood of the Gentle Craft of 
Freemasonry,
Michael McKeown
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Silverado is continuing to have zoom social meetings so that non-
members can join in the fun!  If you are a member or aren’t yet a 
member and want to join us for our next meeting, June 24 at 7pm, 
just send an email to me at Silverado189@gmail.com so I can get you 
the link.  Deane always comes up with a fun activity!

Don’t forget that we have a private Facebook group that all OES 
members can join.  It’s called Silverado Order of the Eastern Star and 
if you let me know your Facebook name, I can invite you to join the 
group.   We are planning to have a virtual craft fair through Facebook 
in the next couple months, so stay tuned for more information!

The new iMember platform is working so if you have given me your 
email, I’ve updated the system and you should be receiving emails 
from Grand Chapter and me.  If you have not logged into the system, 
you should try it soon.  You can check your address, and offices held 
- let me know if there is any missing information.  If you are not 
receiving emails from Grand Chapter, it means your email is missing 
or incorrect.  Please let me know your email ASAP so that I can get 
you into our system.

The Dues Notices have gone out, so if you have not received your 
notice, please contact me at Silverado189@gmail.com and if you 
have received your notice, but not paid your dues, please save us the 
postage of having to mail you another notice.

Thank you, stay safe and let us hear from you soon!   
Mariana Harris, Secretary   
Silverado #189  

OES Secretary Message



Over the last two months we learned that Shakespeare, or whoever 
Shakespeare was, likely participated in the translation of the King 
James Bible who was 46 years old at the time of the writing, and 
encoded his signature in the 46th Psalm, with the 46th word from 
the beginning being “Shake” and the 46th word from the end being 
“Speare” (Spear misspelled so as to be Shakespeare’s spelling). We 
learned that Sir Francis Bacon headed up a team of esotericists made 
up of Masons and Rosicrucians whose goal was to create literary 
works to advance the English population, and they were working at 
Cambridge University at the time the King James Bible was contracted 
to be written by a team at Cambridge. 

Once this was discovered researchers looked for other hidden 
messages and researchers then discovered that on the very first page 
of the 1611 King James Bible there are 5 perfect crosses forming the 
words: “Ark of the Covenant Mercy Seat Hidden in a Church”. Wow, 
right?

Researchers have since discovered a voluminous quantity of encoded 
information in “Shake-Speares Sonnets” (sic) which includes advanced 
math, geometry, and includes the math of the Cheops Pyramid. This 
is clearly advanced knowledge for the period, hidden in plain sight, 
and unrecognized for centuries until only recently.
This sounds consistent with my quest to discover the real hidden 
messages of Freemasonry. As I studied this subject further I came up 
with a unique idea.

When we look at ancient pyramids around the world we see Cheops 
as the greatest example of the technologies that were used, and when 
we look at later pyramids we see what looks like a devolving of the 
capability, further devolved when we look at rock cut structures, 
and later further devolved, but the technology still utilized, in 
cathedrals and the stone buildings that today we know as the world’s 
government buildings and the destroyed World’s Fairs buildings. This 
same technology must have been employed with what appear to be 
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impossible 3d printed stone sculptures. There are sculptures from 
this period in Europe with multiple types of stone layered onto the 
statue, all formed together as if it was a single stone, statues where the 
subject moved while being scanned and the resultant print from 3d 
molten marble is blurred, and incredible sculptures that show shear 
fabric draped over the subject all carved out of solid stone in a way 
that has not been repeated.

Similarly it almost seems like a technology was employed in the writing 
of Genesis that was the highest example of a technology’s capability 
which in later centuries devolved to the level of capability we see in 
Shakespeare. What I am referring to is Michael Drosnin’s discovery 
of hidden messages encoded in the original book of Genesis in the 
Torah, which was written without any spaces between words, no 
punctuation, no paragraph breaks and looking every bit like a code.
Certainly I can’t imagine the work it would have taken, the shear man 
hours involved, to create a single document like Sonnets, let alone 
multiple such works.  I mean, just imagine for a minute writing the 
book of Sonnets without any encoded information in it at all. That 
alone is a feat. Now re-write it so as to include encoded information, 
with each new additional hidden element influencing the language 
and letter placements and page numberings but yet the document 
must still read like a normally written and intelligible text. It seems 
to me like a multi-year effort at the least.

Or perhaps works like this were written in merely the time it took to 
write them first time through. Dr. Isaac Asimov (The Good Doctor) 
published over 500 books and published in every section of the Dewey 
Decimal system. He wrote with an old fashioned typewriter and he 
accomplished this amazing feat because he wrote without mistake first 
time through. Did he naturally exhibit a spiritual-like skill that could 
be utilized at a much higher level by a society that was tuned into that 
possibility and created a technology to exploit it?

Similarly David John Oates discovered that when we make hiccups of 
speech speaking forwards, some strange aspect of our consciousness 
is speaking in reverse, and these reverse messages are consistent with 



the truth of whatever is being said forwards. His examples are clear 
as day and quite amazing. This also suggests a natural ability that 
everyone is doing all the time and if recognized as a “thing” could 
be developed and utilized and is exactly in alignment with the skill 
or technology required to encode information in text backwards, on 
diagonals, with skip letters, etc.

As a further example, when Michael Drosnin first published on the 
hidden messages his software found in Genesis, some argued that 
hidden messages could be found in other written works, and indeed, 
Drosnin did find similar hidden messages in Moby Dick and War and 
Peace, but those are not nearly as complex or as good as what is in 
Genesis, and seem to be naturally occurring interpenetrating messages 
rather than Genesis which looks to have taken a naturally occurring 
thing and turned it into a technology.

It is important to remember the message of the Monad, the Point 
Within a Circle that is supposed to be represented in every regular 
Masonic lodge. It points to a simpler ego-less way of observing that 
goes by terms like Enlightenment or Self realization, the thing realized 
going by names like God, Atman, Reality, Truth, or Great Architect. 
I remind us of this teaching because I suggest our brethren from 
the 15th through the 18th century (1400-1700’s) might have been 
Self aware, and might have been privy to knowledge that was being 
taken from us and perhaps they hid that knowledge in the fabric of 
Freemasonry. Perhaps, I conjecture, they left clues to our real history, 
who we really are, and clues to technologies that were used to build 
the megalithic stone buildings and cathedrals around the planet, 
and I’m now wondering if they employed a spiritual technology, a 
computer like device that amplified our nature ability to interpenetrate 
communication with messages forward and backwards, to encode 
hidden information in Freemasonry’s earliest documents.

We know there are clues all over Masonry’s symbolism which borrow 
from Hermeticism, Alchemy, Jewish and Christian traditions, 
Rosecrucianism, and ancient Egyptian and pagan symbols. But what 
if those are all signposts, or even red herrings, with the real secret 



information encoded in a way researchers up until now never even 
thought of?  Most tantalizing for us at this time  is there might well 
be information about what I call the “great forgetting” encoded in the 
actual text of our earliest brethren’s writings.

I am suggesting that a previous civilization, in the recent past; the one 
that built the cathedrals and the world wide grid system, existed in the 
enlightened state. The enlightened state is the easy state of awareness. 
It takes tension and effort to create the observable space the way we 
do by utilizing the pretend ego thing to separate out our experience 
into the three parts we know so well: the seer seeing the seen thing; 
the thinker who thinks the thought.  It makes more sense that humans 
existed in the past in the state of ego-less Self awareness than not. 
People of that time would have had to be taught to fall into the lower 
state of awareness of the ego, the same as we have to be taught today 
to attain the simpler, higher, ego-less state. 

I postulate that if a civilization were all Self realized that technologies 
would be developed that might look completely different than the 
technologies we have developed as an ego-aware species. Those 
spiritual technologies, if you will, might have made it easy to create 
geometries and encode information on a global scale, and on the 
scale of the pyramids, and to utilize that same capability in miniature 
in works of art, architecture, and writing. Maybe at the time of the 
writing of Shakespeare this technical capability had diminished from 
global and pyramid scale to the textual level.

Or maybe it was simply just a team of smart people with long 
experience of encoding secret information by hand and a mountain 
of parchment.

This line of research however leaves me to wonder if the real secrets 
of Freemasonry from the time long before 1717 might not be encoded 
merely in Freemasonry’s symbols, but also perhaps in it’s earliest 
written documents and treastises, secrets hidden in a code yet to be 
found.

Sources:
“How Rosicrucians and Freemasons used Symbols, Ciphers, and Clues 



in Portraits to tell the Love Story of Queen Elizabeth 1 and Edward 
de Vere, 17th Earl of Oxford” 

Presented at Rosicrucian conference, “Hidden in Plain Sight,”  July 
22-25, 2010 © Helen H. Gordon, Santa Barbara, CA 

https://thetruthaboutshakespeare.com

The Bard Code

Alan Green “Dee-Coding Shakespeare: The Holy Trinity Solution 
Series”

PROCEEDS BENEFIT MASONS 4 MITTS

Sonoma County  
Masonic Unity Mixer
June 19th, 2021 @  High Noon
at Emma Herbert Memorial Park 

Bloomfield Rd and Broderick St  
Located in Beautiful Downtown Bloomfield

Please Practice State and County Covid 19 Protocols

 All Masonic Families 
are invited to join us for an afternoon of 
Food, Comradery, Live Music, and Fun!

Special Guest: Most Worshipful Art Weiss, Grand Master

Please RSVP by June 4th, 2021 at 
https://bit.ly/2Rd2kZk

or call Stephen Henry @ (707) 535-6241



Masonic Unity Mixer
At the request of Most Worshipful Art Weiss, Grand Master of 
Masons in California, a Masonic Unity Mixer is on the calendar. 
The members and immediate families of all Masonic bodies in the 
North Bay Counties are cordially invited to an afternoon of food, 
fun and comradery on Saturday, June 19th beginning at High Noon. 
The location will be Emma Herbert Memorial Park in (Beautiful 
Downtown) Bloomfield. This event will provide a terrific opportunity 
for the members and immediate families of Masonic organizations 
to meet and get to know one another.

The Unity Mixer Committee requests that you do two things right 
away: First, please send the attached flyer to all your members. This 
event is limited to the first 200 people and reservations are required. 
There is a link for online reservations and, for those who prefer, a 
phone number to call for the same purpose.

Second, we ask that you consider becoming a co-sponsor for this 
event. As there is no cost for attendees, we are self-sponsoring. 
Several bodies have already voted to donate (currently in amounts 
of from a few hundred up to $1,000!) but this event will cost several 
thousand dollars and we need the help of as many bodies as can 
afford to contribute and in any amount. There is a Co-sponsorship 
form attached which should be completed and accompany your 
contribution. Any funds raised in excess of expenses will be 
contributed to the California Masonic Foundation and earmarked 
for Masons for Mitts!

Although the rules may change as we near the date of this event, 
everyone attending will need to abide by the state and local rules 
pertaining to Covid as they exist at the time.

If you have any questions about contributions, please call Mike 
Voorhees at 707-888-2900. If you have general questions about the 
event please call Steven Henry at 707-535-6241.

We look forward to seeing you and as many of your members as can 
attend!

Best fraternal regards,

Sonoma County Masonic Unity Mixer Committee



       June Birthdays

happy
Anniversary3rd Degree

James Johansen   6/1/74
Hector Marroquin PM  6/13/12
Donald Morton   6/14/61
Robert Palmer PM   6/18/80

William Foreman   6/12 
William Grandrath   6/13 
Robert Palmer PM   6/20
Frederick White   6/30

Worshipful Master  Michael McKeown PM
Senior Warden   Samuel Maffei PM
Junior Warden   Mikal Litzza PM
Treasurer   Ronald Werle PM
Secretary   Sean Harris PM
Chaplain   Kenneth Miller PM
Senior Deacon   Eric Forrestall
Junior Steward   Michael Kmiec
Marshal   Allen Holland PM
Tiler    Stanley Waggoner, Sr.

Lodge Officers


