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AS THE SUN RISES IN THE EAST. . .

Brethren and friends of Napa Valley Masonic Lodge,
I am so blessed to again be able to address you from the pages of our 
lodge’s Trestleboard, although my messages this month are brief.

I hope you all are enjoying a good summer. Despite the global warming 
heat and the low water levels in the fishing lakes making some outdoor 
activities challenging, it’s good to be vaccinated and to be on what I 
hope is the far side of the pandemic. I hear a lot of chatter from elder 
friends in my various clubs (Masonic and non-Masonic) of concern 
about the variants and that the vaccines don’t completely protect a 
person. These people are wisely still wearing a mask and avoiding 
gatherings of people. Our lodge will this month revisit the discussion 
about when we will go back to having in-person stated meetings. What 
with most of our officers living some distance away from the lodge I 
know we all appreciate being able to take care of the business (Stated) 
meetings on Zoom while we are allowed to. It would be great to get 
some input from the general membership about if you are ready to 
come back to lodge yet. If we don’t get some sideliners wanting to 
come to Stated meetings, we’ll probably keep doing it on Zoom for 
a bit longer, but we’ll see what the consensus is. Please show up on 
Zoom and give us your opinion.

We are now allowed to hold practices and degrees, and we have some 
degrees to do. First up is a 3rd degree but our lodge doesn’t have 
enough players right now to do it on our own, so our officer’s coach 
is trying to assemble a degree team from members of other lodges. 
Ours is not the only lodge with this challenge, and I’ve heard chatter 
that some lodges might be putting together degree teams that could 
go on the road to do degrees for other lodges, so that might be an 
option in the near future.

Keep an eye on the Masonic Speaker Series on the Grand Lodge 
website. Next up is July 14: “Freemasonry in the Philippines” presented 
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by Felix Pintado. Masters and Wardens leadership training is available 
online every Tuesday and Thursday this month. October 8-10 is the 
2021 Annual Communication in San Francisco.

I came across an old paper I have saved on my computer about 
Numinous Freemasonry (not written by me). It is a short paper that 
I’m not sure did the concept justice, nor do I intend to do it better here, 
but it’s worth taking a glance at the word “numinous”. Numinous is a 
term derived from the Latin numen, meaning “arousing spiritual or 
religious emotion; mysterious or awe-inspiring”. The term was first 
used by the German theologian and philosopher Rudolf Otto in his 
influential 1917 German book “The Idea of the Holy”.

Otto writes that while the concept of “the holy” is often used to convey 
moral perfection, and it does entail this, but it contains another 
distinct element, beyond the ethical sphere, for which he uses the 
term numinous. He explains the numinous as a “non-rational, non-
sensory experience or feeling whose primary and immediate object 
is outside the self.”

I do not believe it would be accurate to say that Freemasonry is a 
numinous experience, but Freemasonry certainly very clearly points 
us in the direction of the divine aspect that lies behind the illusionary 
appearance of the material space. As one approaches recognition, or 
better stated, realization of the divine aspect one may have numinous 
experiences. In “Ecstasy in Secular and Religious Experience” by 
Marghanita Laski, Laski coins the term “contact experience” to 
refer to these numinous experiences that occur when one is on the 
path towards self realization. These are usually also accompanied by 
synchronicities, a term coined by Carl Jung to describe the almost 
mystical, or at least magical connections that occur to all of us on 
rare occasion, and occur much more frequently to those on the path.

One can not seek divinity, nor can one aspire to enjoy numinous 
experiences, as this would suggest something that is “out there” to be 
sought after and attained, but such is not the case. The Great Architect 
of the World beckons us from within Freemasonry by directing 
our attention to the ever living Acacia, the gravestone, and most 
importantly the Monad (Point Within a Circle). The numinous will 



expose itself to us if we direct our attention inward and contemplate 
on how it feels to sense the world. The divine is there at the source 
of observation, at the source of thought, at the source of emotion. 
One merely needs to look to find it, but there is no work to be done 
to attain it, for there is nothing to attain that exists beyond what you 
already experience every moment.

I am forever your brother in Freemasonry,

Michael McKeown
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VIRTuAL STATED MEETING ZOOM LINK:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81851654788?pwd=QndSeGFT
WTdBNuc2eW5mZHJxRW5zZz09

Worshipful Master Michael McKeown PM (707) 337-9410
Senior Warden Samuel Maffei PM (707) 853-1599
Junior Warden Mikal Litzza PM (916) 549-1603
Treasurer Ronald Werle PM (707) 738-6601
Secretary Sean Harris PM (925) 352-5987
Chaplain Kenneth Miller PM 
Senior Deacon Eric Forrestall 
Junior Steward Michael Kmiec 
Marshal Allen Holland PM 
Tiler Stanley Waggoner, Sr. 
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       July Birthdays

happy
Anniversary3rd Degree

Russell Medina   7/8/16
Nicholas Leija    7/8/18 
Clifford De Lacy   7/15/98
Jeremy Webb    7/20/02
Sean Harris PM   7/25/07
David Shibley Jr.   7/29/09
Alexander Miller   7/31/13

Stanley Waggoner Jr. PM  7/2
Al Carravajal    7/3 
Orville Humfleet   7/3
James Nolan    7/17
John Zopfi    7/25 
Joseph Plain    7/31



Hello Brothers

The great news is that we are close to resuming our Masonic 
activities in person. Masonic Halls are no longer required to have 
covid protocols in place. I hope all of you have already received your 
vaccinations by now. The MRNA vaccines (Pfizer and Moderna) 
are reportedly very effective at protecting against the newer Delta 
variant. Even the single-dose Johnson&Johnson and AstraZeneca 
products provide a lot of protection.

Conducting Business
We are still continuing to hold our monthly stated meetings 
“virtually”. Please see the Masters message for sign-in information. 
We hope to be resuming degree practices and conferrals very soon. 
We are going to be needing help with conducting those degrees, 
so please contact to WB Mikal Litzza our Jr. Warden and Officers 
Coach for practice dates.

Please reach out to any of the Lodge Officers if you are in need of 
assistance, and please don’t hesitate to call me with any questions 
you might have. I am looking forward to seeing you all in the Lodge 
Hall very soon.

Fraternally,

Sean Harris PM
Secretary
seanharris007@gmail.com
(925)352-5987
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Silverado will have our first virtual Stated Meeting on July 22.  If you 
aren’t on Facebook, let me know your email and I’ll send you the 
link for the meeting.  We plan to go back to in person meetings in 
September.

Don’t forget that we have a private Facebook group that all OES 
members can join.  It’s called Silverado Order of the Eastern Star and 
if you let me know your Facebook name, I can invite you to join the 
group.   We are planning to have a virtual craft fair through Facebook 
in the next couple months, so stay tuned for more information!

The new iMember platform is working so if you have given me your 
email, I’ve updated the system and you should be receiving emails 
from Grand Chapter and me.  If you have not logged into the system, 
you should try it soon.  You can check your address, and offices held 
- let me know if there is any missing information.  If you are not 
receiving emails from Grand Chapter, it means your email is missing 
or incorrect.  Please let me know your email ASAP so that I can get 
you into our system.

The Dues Notices have gone out, so if you have not received your 
notice, please contact me at Silverado189@gmail.com and if you 
have received your notice, but not paid your dues, please save us the 
postage of having to mail you another notice.

Mariana - Secretary
Silverado #189
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