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AS THE SUN RISES IN THE EAST. . .

Brethren, Masonic Family, and Friends,

By now you should have received an invitation to our lodge’s annual 
(when we’re allowed by pandemics) Christmas Party at the lodge 
on Saturday, December 11. Dinner is at 5:30, entertainment at 7:00, 
followed by Santa’s Visit. RSVP to Hector at administration@shmta.org

At November’s stated meeting the members of Napa Valley Lodge 
elected the officers for 2021:
Master: Sam Maffei PM
Senior Warden: Mikal Littza PM
Treasurer: Ron Werle PM
Secretary: Sean Harris PM

Rest assured our lodge is in good hands next year. Congratulations, 
and a huge thanks from all of us, to the officers that chose to accept 
the responsibility.

It was pretty amazing last month to officiate over an actual, live, in 
person stated meeting. In the last two years as Master I got to to sit in 
the east in one in person meeting in 2020, and I will get to have sat in 
the East for three this year (assuming pandemics allow us a meeting in 
January). At November’s stated meeting I made a point to be relaxed 
with a smile on my face. I want to enjoy the experience and the view 
from the Oriental Chair in the brief opportunity left to me.

This whole “master of a lodge” thing is a big deal to those that earn 
the opportunity. In pre-pandemic times a master typically had very 
many challenges to address. Challenges like smoothing opposite 
opinions on spending money, challenges like scheduling degrees and 
special dinners around all the other Masonic events scheduled in our 
buildings, and doing fund raising in order to be able to provide some 
philanthropy. All those things came to a pretty quick halt, didn’t they?
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During the time we were virtual my main goal was to try to maintain 
a sense of Masonic brotherhood and a sense of the mystery of our 
traditions and ritual despite that we could not meet in person nor 
practice our ritual. I hoped to inflame the sense of Freemasonry within 
our hearts and keep us all focused on our commitments to become 
better men and thereby create better communities, and by extension, a 
better world. During the time we met on Zoom, our Trestleboard and 
the Masonic Education period during our Zoom meetings were the 
only tools I had to work with. This got me to thinking, what exactly 
are the tools a master has at his disposal to shape a lodge’s ideology, 
it’s “philosophical stance” if you will; it’s culture?

A key tool is inclusivity. Looking the word up online I find: “the practice 
or policy of providing equal access to opportunities and resources for 
people who might otherwise be excluded or marginalized, such as 
those belonging to minority groups.”

Visitors to a lodge are a minority group in our dining rooms. New 
brothers and our elderly brothers who’s friends from time ago are 
gone can also feel like they are a minority group. Lady visitors can be 
sensitive to not feeling inclusiveness from the other ladies, or from the 
men. Even a long time attending brother can feel a lack of inclusivity if 
the lodge’s current cliques accidentally, through inattention to fostering 
a culture of inclusivity, ignore them.

Inclusivity means to make everyone feel loved and welcomed. I 
encourage the master, and indeed all the officers, to carve out a bit of 
time from your seat at a stated or special dinner and get around the 
room saying hi. Look people in the eye and tell them you are glad they 
are there. Tell a brother you love him; i.e., actually use those words, 
and feel it in your heart. Feel the love emanating from you and do not 
think any thought for desire of anything in return. Just express love. 
Like you’re really glad they’re there. Because you are, in that moment 
of love you’ve created in your heart, actually very glad they are there.

Another way to think of inclusivity is that we’re all on the level before 
the eyes of the Supreme Being. We are all equal. How could we not 
“include” a brother, or indeed anyone, in our love and attention when 
in fact by expressing love and attention we are merely expressing the 



love we ourselves are feeling, in a sense, for ourselves? No one “out 
there” can make us happy, or feel love. Happy is an internal “me” thing. 
Love exists in our own heart. No one “out there” somehow magically 
imparts love into our heart. The love is there already.

This gets to the core element of Freemasonry that we are all on the level. 
Every single human being is, as it’s originating source, the same thing. 
We are all actually eternal spiritual beings. This is why I encourage all 
of you in leadership positions everywhere in Freemasonry to eradicate 
where you find it the culture of Grand Poobahs of all sorts referring 
to the other officers as “my officers”, like the lodge is some kind of 
fief-dome where one person is above the others for a year. Rather, all 
the officers, the master (insert appropriate Grand Poobah title here) 
included, are “the lodge’s officers”.

My point is that from our own most basic languaging as Freemasons we 
should endeavor to adopt wherever possible words, tone, and culture 
that supports our OWN root philosophies. We can’t on the one hand 
have a doctrine that recognizes all humans on the level and turn around 
and use language that creates a division between the master and the 
officers, and by extension the officers and the sideliner members.

At one level the “my officers” culture can be seen as a fun opportunity 
to enjoy the experience of being a king or a queen of sorts; I get that. 
But it belies Freemasonry’s core tenant which teaches us, as do all 
of the world’s spiritual and mystery school traditions from which 
Freemasonry borrows it’s messages, that at the core, all life is actually 
one single sentient entity expressing itself, but that expression in 
humans, right now at this moment in history, has been forgotten and 
we have become addicted to our apparent separateness and foolishly 
believe that to be what’s real.

You may have noticed that I never sign my articles with a PM or 
other titles (and like many of you, I have collected quite a few titles). 
Just my name. That is because, before all of humanity, and you my 
dear fraternal brothers, I am merely another human with a poorly 
trained ego that constantly tells me how to react to situations, which 
directions I instinctively follow only to discover later my poor ignorant 



ego screwed me up again. I am emotional. I am not the most skilled 
among my lodge brethren in nearly everything I can bring to the 
lodge. The fact that I am a past master or even a sitting master is not 
worthy your notice. Because I memorized a set of lectures I can now 
add letters to my name? I am merely another human who has sought 
out the enlightenment of Freemasonry and became a brother. Whether 
I am on the sideline or a sitting master my endeavors as a Freemason 
are the same: to grow in awareness of my behaviors so I can become a 
better conduit for the love of the G.A.O.T.U. so that I can be a better 
example of treating everyone on the level because if all Freemasons 
made this a priority we could in fact create the global awareness change 
that Freemasonry has aspired to do for centuries.

Freemasonry’s goal is one of transformation, first of the individual man, 
and then collectively via the hundred monkey theory, the entire planet.

I feel blessed to have been given the opportunity to maybe re-ignite 
love of our ancient fraternity in you as you watch my own education 
unfold here in the Trestleboard the last two years, but I am no more or 
less than any one of you. I don’t want an appendage to my name; I just 
want to do the best work I can when called upon to do so. That work 
isn’t always so great in the end, but that gets to the being human part.

I felt emotional last month sitting in the East, looking out on a room of 
the men I love and respect the most. I imagined us all being recharged 
with fraternal focus. I imagined each of us going out into the world 
after the meeting treating everyone with love, respect, and patience. 
I imagined this spider web of purposeful loving attention spreading 
across the world resulting in a giant “ah ha” moment where everyone 
sets aside beliefs that differences are to be hated and instead everyone 
around the world begins to work equally for the betterment, health 
and happiness of everyone else.

I’ve shared my most deep seated feelings about what Freemasonry 
means to me here in these pages, and I’m hesitant to repeat them, since 
those of you that read my articles already know them well, yet there 
are basic themes of Freemasonry that must be told repeatedly. The 
basic messages of Freemasonry are actually quite simple to understand 



when told about them, but like all philosophical systems that speak 
to Truth and the Supreme Being they are very difficult to remember 
later. It is valuable to hear them over and over. These basic themes have 
no choice but to be repeatedly told in just about every other breath 
we take when speaking about our beloved Craft because those basic 
tenants are exactly all that we are.

Themes like brotherly love, relief, and Truth. Faith, hope, and charity. 
Wisdom, strength, and beauty. The grave that beckons and the promise 
of the acacia. Of fidelity of trust. The square and compass. The 3, 5 and 
7. Jachin and Boaz. The Point Within the Circle.

How very many “basic tenants” of Freemasonry there are! I hope you, 
as I, never tire of exploring and expounding on these things so as to 
further your own understanding of the incredible, great, and Gentle 
Craft that you committed yourself to one night when a bell tolled for 
the awakening of your soul.

I am forever yours in the fidelity of Brotherhood,
Michael McKeown



Happy Holidays Brothers,
Congratulations to WB Sam Maffei PM for being elected to serve as 
Master for the 2022 Masonic Year!

Your 2022 Lodge officers are as follows:
Master -  WM Sam Maffei PM
Sr. Warden - WB Mikal Litzza PM
Treasurer - Ron Werle PM
Secretary -  Sean Harris PM
Sr. Deacon - Eric Forrestall
Jr. Steward - Michael Kmiec
Marshall - Al Holland PM
Chaplain - Ken Miller PM
Tiler - Stan Waggoner Sr.

Inspector #129th Masonic District - Ken Miller PM

The 2022 St Helena Masonic Hall Association Directors are:
WB Hector Marroquin PM
Eric Forrestall
Stan Wagonner Sr.
Jeremy Webb
WB Al Holland PM
WB Ron Werle PM

The 2022 dues information:
The Grand Lodge approved raising the per-capita payment from 
$55.25. to $57.50 per year, per member.
 
As a result the 2022 lodge dues are now $82.50 per year. ($25+$57.50)
Our life membership is pro-rated based on age (which is good for 
older members). Those interested in a life membership should 
refer to the table below and contact me if you want to convert your 
membership to lifetime.

§809.320. LIFE MEMBERSHIP.
A sum of money equal to the Lodge’s annual dues at the time of 
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purchase of the life membership multiplied by the factor indicated 
opposite the member’s age in the following schedule:

Age 49 and under, a factor equal to or greater than 24 times annual dues;  $1980
50 to 54 inclusive, a factor equal to or greater than 20 times annual dues;  $1650
55 to 59 inclusive, a factor equal to or greater than 18 times annual dues;  $1485
60 to 64 inclusive, a factor equal to or greater than 16 times annual dues; $1320
65 to 71 inclusive, a factor equal to or greater than 14 times annual dues; $1155 and 
Age 72 and over, a factor equal to or greater than 12 times annual dues. $990
 
2021 dues cards expire on Dec 31, 2021.

With iMember2.0, members can now pay their dues themselves with 
a credit card online

How to Pay Dues By Credit Card
This new, convenient way to pay dues has been in affect since last 
year.   Here’s how it works:
1. Log in to the Member Center at member.freemason.org and 
follow the prompts to “Pay Dues”. If members haven’t already logged 
in, all they will need is their member number, lodge number, and 
email address. The system takes VISA and Mastercard.

2. Once paid, the member will be able to download a new dues card 
immediately.

3. Secretaries will be able to see which members have made their 
payment on a special dues dashboard, which will automatically 
update Intacct as well, if the lodge is using Intacct.

4. Every month, secretaries will receive an itemized report for all of 
the monies collected. Please note that credit card processing fees are 
charged to the member.

If you want to send in check you can still do so. Please mail directly 
to the Secretary:  Lodge Secretary (Dues)
   Napa Valley Lodge #93
   4450 Mira Loma Drive
   Pittsburg CA 94565



We will be holding elections for the 2022 Masonic year at our 
in-person stated meeting on November 3rd, 2021 at 7:30pm.

Please reach out to any of the Lodge Officers if you are in need of 
assistance.

Fraternally,

Sean Harris PM
Secretary
seanharris007@gmail.com
(925)352-5987

OES Secretary Message

Here’s a message from the Order of the Eastern Star

Just a quick note that we do not yet have the dues cards for 2022, but 
you can mail your dues check to be at the address below any time.  
The base dues and per capita are $55.07 - this is the amount if you 
ARE a life sponsor.  If you are NOT a life sponsor, your dues and 
assessments are $65.07.  If you’d like to buy a life sponsorship, the 
cost is $75.00.

You can mail your dues to Mariana Harris - 4450 Mira Loma Dr, 
Pittsburg, CA 94565.  I hope to see you at the next meeting!



    December
    Birthdays

happyhappy
Anniversary
33rdrd  DegreeDegree

Mikal Litzza PM  12/1
Eric Brucia   12/6
Robert Heiss   12/7
Richard Cabral  12/11
Timothy Bailey PM  12/17
Horace Mc Daniel  12/18
James Hanson Sr. PM  12/22
Russell Medina  12/29
Roy Sordi   12/31

Timothy Bailey PM  12/12/07
John Kuykendall  12/14/05
Larry Hansen PM  12/28/70



My dear readers of the hidden secrets of Freemasonry, 

I am so grateful to again be afforded the opportunity to write you 
on the deepest secrets of Freemasonry. Together we have discovered 
connections and uncovered mysteries that have gone unrecognized 
for centuries. Together we have realized incredibly fascinating root 
truths of our Ancient Craft.

But we are not yet utilizing our lodge’s Jachin and Boaz columns to 
send coherently charged dielectricity around the lodge room from 
metal tipped conducting rods resulting in the ashlars in the east 
being lifted by a mysterious forgotten natural energetic power. Nor 
are our initiations resulting in an immediate, dramatic, and personal 
transformation of consciousness in our candidates. It is entirely 
possible that these things did occur in a time before what I call the 
“great forgetting” which occurred in the recent past. We are a species 
in amnesia believing in a historical model that has no relation to the 
physical evidence we have discovered all around us of a repeating 
cataclysmic event that occurs to our planet.

Many of today’s historical researchers believe, and I agree with 
the assessment, that there has been a systematic destruction of the 
electrical power delivery system of a previous advanced civilization 
of humans that existed until the recent past. The architectural and 
agricultural remains from this civilization suggest a peaceful unified 
enlightened global population that was larger than the population of 
the planet today, and were largely wiped out by cataclysm and/or a 
nuclear or a massive electrical discharge event that left giant craters 
and melted stone buildings.

Clearly cathedrals were giant dielectricity (atmospheric energy) 
collectors, and mosques are giant electrical capacitors. Early Catholic 
women had to wear shawls over their hair to keep their hair down in 
the highly energized interior space of the repurposed power stations 
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now called churches. We see early insane asylums, government 
buildings, and schools using repurposed buildings they found(ed) that 
have Jachin and Boaz pillars flanking cymatic frequency controlling 
portal “rose circles”. We find these architectural features globally, built 
to the same plan with the same construction techniques.

I propose that at the beginning of the Great Forgetting a group of 
smart men saved the world’s most important knowledge in plain 
sight under the guise of Freemasonry. I think part of the hidden 
information is about a frequency, or a tone, or a “word” used to work 
with giant blocks of semi-molten stone, and I am quite convinced that 
the parallel key secret of Freemasonry has to do with knowledge of 
how to instantly create the enlightenment experience in every initiate. 
I believe that at the time of the prior civilization every single human 
on the planet was Self realized. It is our original state of consciousness. 
It is the easier thing to do. It just makes sense that if enough people 
were enlightened such that every child got taught to do it, the entire 
human population would be enlightened. Maybe after the forgetting 
humans became addicted to the fake ego way of viewing that we all 
do now, and Freemasons sought to re-awaken humanity by initiating 
new Masons with an instant Self realization process that has now also 
been forgotten.

Recently we discovered the rich secrets encoded within William 
Shakespeare’s “Book of Sonnets”, and had previously looked at secrets 
encoded in artwork. Since so many of the “esoteric elite” of the 
centuries surrounding the formation of codefied modern Freemasonry 
hid messages in written texts and in art and architecture, and since 
Freemasonry so clearly draws our attention to these things, I thought 
that looking for hidden codes in our most valued and oldest Masonic 
documents might prove to be interesting.

I’m not a code breaking mathematician by any means, but I have 
been exposed to quite a bit of how the ancients hid their messages, 
so just for fun, I have a 1947 reprint of the original 1871 “Morals and 
Dogma” by Albert Pike, so I thought I’d take a look for a few of the 



easy clues to hidden messages. The book is 861 pages long. Dividing 
that in half, to find the middle of the book, puts us on page 430.5. 
Reading the passage that straddles the bottom of page 430 and the 
top of 431 is this:

“The candidate was immured in the representation of a tomb; and 
when released...sealed his obligation by drinking mead out of a human 
skull. Then all the primitive truths were made known to him..., and 
he was informed as to the generation of the Gods, the creation of the 
world, the deluge, and the resurrection.... He was marked by the sign 
of the cross, and a ring was given to him as a symbol of the Divine 
Protection; and also as an emblem of Perfection; ...”

That’s interesting. Not sure it’s a big finger pointing towards hidden 
codes, but it’s a curious description of what sounds like a very dramatic 
initiatic experience. I wonder if DMT rich acacia bark was used in 
that mead, or maybe a mushroom. Another technique employed 
by our ancients to point to hidden codes often exists right on the 
fronticepiece as we saw with Shakespeare’s “Sonnets”, but looking at 
this book’s front page, I see no raised letters, dots, or geometry that 
jumps out at me, but it is curious that it makes this slightly incomplete 
sentence in bold all caps letters: “ESOTERIC BOOK, FOR SCOTTISH 
RITE USE ONLY; TO BE RETURNED UPON WITHDRAWAL OR 
DEATH OF RECIPIENT”.

Reading the very first two paragraphs of the book are most enlightening 
about Freemasonry’s core precepts:

“Force, unregulated or ill-regulated, is not only wasted in the void, 
like that of gunpowder burned in the open air, and steam unconfined 
by science but, striking in the dark, and it’s blows meeting only the 
air, they recoil and bruise itself. It is destruction and ruin. It is the 
volcano, the earthquake, the cyclone; -not growth and progress.  It is 
Polyphemus blinded, striking at random, and falling headlong among 
the sharp rocks by the impetus of his own blows.



The blind Force of the people is a Force that must be economized, 
and also managed, as the blind Force of steam, lifting the ponderous 
iron arms and turning the large wheels, is made to bore and rifle the 
cannon and to weave the most delicate lace.  It must be regulated by 
Intellect.  Intellect is to the people and the people’s Force, what the 
slender needle of the compass is to the ship-its soul, always counseling 
the huge mass of wood and iron, and always pointing to the north.   
To attack the citadels built up on all sides against the human race by 
superstitions, despotisms, and prejudices, the Force must have a brain 
and a law.  Then its deeds of daring produce permanent results, and 
there is real progress. Then there are sublime conquests.  Thought is 
a force, and philosophy should be an energy, finding its aim and its 
effects in the amelioration of mankind.  The two great motors are 
Truth and Love.  When all these Forces are combined, and guided 
by the Intellect, and regulated the RULE of Right, and Justice, and of 
combined and systematic movement and effort, the great revolution 
prepared for by the ages will begin to march.  The POWER of the 
Deity Himself is in equilibrium with His WISDOM.  Hence the only 
results are HARMONY.”

I tried to faithfully re-create the punctuation errors and other grammar 
oddities, like the use of the all caps words, because therein often lies the 
clues to a code. I noticed a number of oddly placed hyphens. They’re 
probably random and mean nothing, but I wrote down the words 
following hyphens over the first number of pages and largely got this:

“Regulated, not its these ignorance for that grown division. Hammer 
liberty, a continuation is its thought. The thought, where strength to 
combine the will.”

I’m pretty sure this is not a clue to hidden messages in Morals and 
Dogma that has gone unnoticed all this time, but with just a little 
tweaking on these words they almost make some kind of weird sense. 
Though this exercise might have been a failure, I do think that this is 
a valid path to explore. Perhaps we might yet find hidden messages 
in an early Masonic document that have gone unrecognized. Look 



how long it took for researchers to notice the code in Shakespeare’s 
Sonnets, and once recognized, how obvious it was, yet people had 
been unaware of the information hiding in plain sight for centuries.

To misquote Nikola Tesla: “So much depends upon the 3, 5 and 7”.

Freemasonry shines it’s light to humanity through a slit. To open the 
slit and shine the light of Freemasonry fully upon one’s consciousness, 
one must first become a Mason on one’s own, in one’s own heart. 
Then, one must pursue membership and take the degrees. One must 
spend some time going through the chairs and training the mind to 
memorize, because the further Masonic journey will require the ability 
to pay attention. Then one should complete the York Rite (as far as 
one’s religious convictions may allow) to complete the education of 
the Hiramic Legend, and most certainly any Mason that wants to learn 
what Masonry is really about should enter the college of Freemasonry, 
the Scottish Rite.

Thinking about the symbolism of the Scottish Rite prompted a bit of 
free verse:

Ordo ab Chao
Deus Meumque Jus

Double headed eagles
Taunt with division,

The radiant light between,
is prior to separation.

Order is our original state
Chaos is the fall into I.

Michael McKeown
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